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THE 


PREFACE. 


| A $ the Author 7 the following Treatiſe has al- 
ready appeared in Publick on a Subjeft of Com- 

merce,* and undergone ſome Cenſures for engag- 
| ing in Enquiries, ſeemingly beſide his Profeſſion ; he 
© begs Leave to offer ſome Reaſons for his interfering in 
theſe Matters, and, at the ſame Time, to vindicate 
E himſelf from the Suppoſition of baving deſerved the 
ill Treatment he has met with. If it ſhall appear 
© then, that he has not been wanting in his Endeavours 
o diſcharge his Clerical Duties punctually, as he hopes 
| it would appear, if Enquiry were made in bis Pariſh 
| (in which, though large and populous, he performs 
| all the Offices of his Function himſelf, according to the 
beſt of bis Abilities: ) If, in this Particular, he is not 
| found negleciful, and theſe Enquiries, which he proſe- 
cutes at his leiſure Hours, are not, in their Tendency, 
inconſiſtent with Piety to God, and good Offices to 
Man, —be flatters himſelf, that as long as he follows 
theſe Studies, without neglefting his other Engage- 
ments, and delivers his Opinion in an inoffenfive Man- 
ner, he ſhall be excuſed in the Judgment of all candid 
HA brief Eſſay on the Advantages and Diſadvantages which 
— Py France and Great Britt with rehibe to 
rade: With: ſome Propoſals, for removing t incipal ' Diſad- 
vantages of Great Britain, i a new Method. The Second Edition, 


corrected, with large Additions, London, printed for T. Trye, 
in Holborn, 1759, * 
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Per ſons, tho the Warmth of Party Zeal, or the Rs. 
ſentment of thoſe, whoſe Intereſt claſhes with that of 
the Publick, may excite them to vilify and inſult him, 
It hath been thought excuſable for a Clergyman 10 
write on Subjects of Amuſement, or on curious Points 
of Learning ; and therefore, it may not be reckoned 
abſurd in a Clergyman, to form a Judgment (and de. 
Aver it modeſtly) an Subjects, by which, not only na- 
tional Wealth and Proſperity, and the external Bliſ- 
fings of Life are encreaſed; but, by which, Induſtry, 
Frugality, and Sobriety are promoted, —and promoted 
too, by protecting perſecuted and conſcientious Chriſ- 
Hans. 

. INDEED, it might be obſerved, that every Plan, 
by which the Practice of ſocial Duties is advanced, 
which contributes to make Men more Sober, Juſt, and 
Frugal, (which is the Fund of Charity) is not foreign 
to, but intimately connected with the Clerical Cha- 
rater. And to deter the Clergy from ſuch Enquiries, 
#s to confine, in a great Degree, their Abilities of 
doing Good. Or again, To propoſe any Expedient, 
by which the Encreaſe of wilful and corrupt Perjury 
may be prevented, is not unbecoming a Miniſter of 
that God, who will not hold him guiltleſs, that 
taketh his Name in vain. Yet this would be pre- 
vented, in the two GREAT SOURCES of it, by avoid- 
ing the Oaths now taken at Cuſtom-Houſes, and 
of by Freemen of Towns, A Scheme was humbly 


offered by the Author of theſe Sheets, in an Eſſay on 

Trade, to avoid the former; and his preſent Attempt 
ii, to point out the true Cauſes and Origin of the lat- 
ter; together with ſuch Remedies for theſe Evil, 
as appear to bim the moſt effetual. And, though hs 
may he miſtaken in the Means propoſed, yet he is per. 
Pl "Ry al" OI Or fois wi 


The PREFACE. v 


him, in wiſhing, that the Oaths of Freedom were al- 
tered, from what they are at preſent; and ſo conſti- 
tuted, as not to reduce Men to the ſad Neceſſity of 
deftroying their Commerce, or preſerving it by a coN- 
mA Profanation of the ſacred Name of God. 
UPON the Whole, though interfering with tem- 
poral Things immoderately is derogatory to the Clerical 
Character; yet as Commerce multiplies the Relations 
of Men, and creates a Variety of Moral Obligations, 
it will not be thought unbecoming that Order, who 
are to ſerve to the Glory of God, and the Edification 
of Men, to remove Temptations, and propoſe tempo- 
ra 


* Part of a Freeman's Oath, in the City of London, is, «© Ye 
8 © ſhall know no Foreigner to buy or ſell any Merchandiſe with 
« any other Foreigner within this City, or Franchiſe thereof, 
4 but ye ſhall warn the Chamberlain thereof, or ſome Miniſ- 
« ter of the Chamber. Ye ſhall take no Apprentice. the 
« Child of any Alien.” , 

Part of a Freeman's Oath, in the City of Briſtal, is as follows; 
* You ſhall not know any Foreigner, or Stranger, to buy and 
« ſell with another Foreigner, within the Precincts of this 
x on but you ſhall give | Palins thereof unto the Cham- 
* derlain, or his Deputy, without Delay. You ſhall not 
« 2 — Apprentice, except he be born under the King's 
Obeyſance. 

This national Antipathy againſt Foreigners, was the Stock 
on which the Burgeſſes and Freemen ed their narrow ex- 
cluſwe Schemes of Commerce, and Plans of Monopoly. For 
the Tenor of the Oaths of Freedom is much the ſame in other 
Towns and Cities, as in London and oy And, in the 
Language of theſe incorporated Places, the Word Foreigner 
ecnotes not only an Alien, or one born out of the King's Obey- 
fance, but every Engliſhman, not free of their Corporation. 
And even Lodgers, | grey Houſe-keepers, Free-holders, 
Pook-keepers, Clerks, Agents, Factors, Mariners, Merchants, 
Ec. though re ing in ſuch Places, are not allowed, by their 
Bje-Laws, to buy and ſell, of and to each other, if they are 
not free themſelves. And all the Freemen are oblized, y the 
txpreſs Terms of their Oath, to give Information of ſuch Sales 
and Contracts, as ſoon as they come to their Knowledge. 
And yet, hut I forbear: The Reader will ſupply the reſt, 


vi The PREFACE. 


ral Rewards to Virtue; - eſpecially, if theſe Scheme 
of national Reformation ſhould be attended with an In. 
creaſe of Commerce, and national Honour, with ih. 
Security of Liberty, and its known Attendants, Learn. 
ing, and true Religion. At leaſt, if the Author may 
be proved to bave erred, be will gladly retire from 
theſe Studies; which be has hitherto followed upon 
Motives of this Kind only. WEN 1 0 
W1T H regard to the Naturalization of foreign 
Proteſtants, if any ſuch Bill ſhould hereafter be laid 
before the Houſes of Parliament, he is inclined t 
wiſh, with the greateſt Deference to the Opinion 
better Judges, that two Reſtritions might be inſerted 
mn it, more to gbviate the imaginary Danger, whih 
prejudiced Peeple apprebend from paſſing of it, than 
real ill Conſequences from either Source. 
FIRST, That naturalized Foreigners ſhould gail 
no Pariſh Settlement; that they ſbould neither becom 
4 Burthen to the Natives of this Country, nor hai! 
am Tax levied on them to maintain our Poor. This ii 
equitable on both Sides, and may be neceſſary to pr. 
vent popular Clamours :—Though the Author cau ven. 
ture to aſſert (which he would not preſume to do will- 
out good Authority) that the Foreigners, who bart 
ſettled in this Kingdom for ſeventy Years paſt, bart 
paid, at leaſt, a POUND STERLING towards the Suf- 
port of the Engliſh Poor, for every Penny that bel 
been levied upon the Engliſh to maintain poor Fo- 
reigners. And if thoſe Gentlemen, who oppoſed ib 
Introduction of foreign Proteſtants, under the Appre- 
benſion that it would encreaſe the Poor-Tax (a Bit: 
then too great already) would but give themſelves ile 
Trouble to make Enquiries in London, Briſtol, 
Southampton, Canterbury, or any other Plat, 
where any Number of Foreigners have reſided, 169 
| EI as * ol 
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would entertain very Afrrent Notions of this Affair; 
and find Cauſe io fru jo longer to general e dive, 
popular Cries, and national Prejudices; by which the 
beſt diſpoſed People are often miſted,” and Jometimes in- 
duced to join in Meaſures, not only deſtrufive-to the 
Cod of their Country, but fubverſive of the Diaates 
of Humanity, and the cleareſt: Predegts of the Goſpel. 

AGATN, That 10 Foreigner ſhould be capable of 
a Place of Truſt or Power by a general Naturaliza- 
in. The Wiſdom of the Legiſlature might, by an 
expreſs Af, qualify a particular Perſon of extraor- 
dinary Merit: And an open Admiſſion of all natura 
Bed Perſons, would be made a Fopick 1 Populary 
though groundleſs Declamation. n. 
ONE more Obſervation is humbly offered on this 
Wit, viz. That however prudent and expedient it 
uc be, to admit foreign Proteſtants to be natuta- 
led Subjects, yet unteſs there were the higheſt Pro- 
| vability of bringing the Point to bear, , to attempt it 
and fail, would . confirm the common Peaple in their 
Prijudices ; and ſtrengthen the Credit of thoſe, who, 
thro” Diſaffeckion, or a private Intereſt; iucompatiable 
with the publick Good, have oppoſed this Meaſure. 
This will impotuer them o ſpread ſtrange Reports, 
to impoſe on the Credulity of the lower Sort of People, 
and to infuſe into them Suſpicions of the, pernicians 
Views F thoſe Men, who propoſed this deſtruive 
Prdject; —bicb, to-inciding with the national Pre- 
julice again Foreigners, would be greedily received. 
And 1vben, by the: Bill not paſſing, ' theſe Rumours 
ere not confuted by Experience, how. ſhall ze convince 
% Mob, who aft, by Paſſion, not by Refietion;, who 
are to be gained by finiſter and mean Arts, and there- 
k 1 not generally influenced by the wiſeſt, or beft 
Men. an | 


N 


1 
4 


Gerth will be Publiſhed, 
[With a Preface; ſetting forth the avowed Doc- 
trine, and conſtant Practice of the Church of 
Rome, concerning che Perſecution of 
"PROTESTANT 5] 


n 


Oncalning 1 important Quiigh relating to the 
Improvement and Extenſion of Commerce: 
Materials for Employing the Poor, and the 
Cauſes of the Want of Employment: — The 
Encreaſe of Inhabitants, the Riches of a Coun- 
try; the Landed and National Intereſt :—-Taxes 
of all Kinds, particularly the Poor Tax: — The 
Birth-right and Privileges of Exgli/bmen, and 

the real Intereſt of Tradeſmen: — The moſt &- 
- ficacious, as well as the gentleſt Methods for 
the Reformation of a People's Morals : —A 

Regard to the Conſtitutions both in Church 
and State:—The Duties of Humanity, and 
© the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. To 
which will be added, by Way of Appendix, A 
calm Addreſs to all Parties in Religion, con- 
cerning Diſaffection towards the preſent Go- 
vernment; firſt Publiſhed during the late Re- 
bellion, and now to be republiſhed with mate 

rial Additions. 


CONTAINING, 


Hiftorical Remarks on the Diſpoſition 
and Behaviour of the Natives of 
this Iſland towards Foreigners; oc- 
caſioned by the Rejection of the late 
Naturalization Bill. 3 


er T is obſervable, that every Na- 
ion hath ſome peculiar Biaſs, of 
a virtuous and a vicious Ten- 
dency, which conſtitutes the 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of 
that People: And even New- 
Comers acquire, in a ſhort Time, the ſame 
Diſpoſitions and Manners. The preſent French. 
and Spaniards ſeem to inherit both the good 
and bad Qualities of the ancient Iuhabitants 
of Gaul and Spain. And the modern Engliſb, 
B though 


2 HISsTORICAL REMARKS on the 
though a People but of Yeſterday, in Compa- 
riſon with the Pretenſions of other Nations to 
Antiquity, are as much averſe to Foreigner, 
as ever were the antient Britons. Theſe three 
Nations, the French, Spaniards, and Engliſ, 
however different in their preſent Diſpoſitions, 
ſprung originally from the ſame Country, and 
were noted for an Uniformity of Cuſtom, 
Laws, and Manners. | | 


IT would be difficult, and perhaps impoſ- 
ſible, to trace the Cauſes of this Dif-renc? in 
the Tempers of Mankind, removed to differ- 
ent Situations. But ſome Time may be uſe 
fully employed in examining, whether due 
Care hath been taken to cultivate, regulate, 
and improve the good Qualities of any People, 
and to reſtrain the bad ones by wholeſome Lays 
and Diſcipline. The Subject I am now upon 
leads me to this Enquiry, as far as relates to 
the Reception which Foreigners, even Mer 
chants, Tradeſmen, and Manufacturers, have 
uſually met with in this Kingdom, 


FROM the Conqueſt, till upwards of two 
hundred Years afterwards, it doth not apper;, 
that Strangers were permitted to reſide in Ex- 
land, on Account of Commerce, beyond a 
limited Time, but by a ſpecial Warrant. For 
they were conſidered only as Sojourners, com- 
ing to a Fair or Market, and were obliged to 


employ 
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employ their Landlords as Brokers, to buy and 
© fell their Commodities. And we find, that 
| one Stranger was often arreſted for the Debt, 
or puniſhed for the Miſdemeanor of another : 
as if all Strangers were to be looked upon as a 
People with whom the Enghſh were in a 
State of perpetual War; and therefore, might 
make Repriſals on the firſt they could %y 
Hands on. This 1s fo glaring an Injuſtice, 
and a Treatment ſo impolitic, as well as cruel 
to fair Dealers, that it would ſeem incredible, 
if there were not ſuch authentic Voychers for 
it in the Firſt, -Second, Third, and Fourth 
Volumes of Rymer's Fædera, in Lord Coke's 
Second Inſtitute, Page 204. and in the Statute- 
Book itſelf ; —As will farther appear in the 

Courſe of this Narrative. | 


Bu T the Merchants of the Low Countries, 
of Florence and Sienna, having at different 
Times lent conſiderable Sums to the Kings of 
England, and the great Men of the Kingdom, 
the Prelates and Barons; they were at laſt per- 
mitted to hire Houſes of their own, 43 
difpoſe of their Goods themſelves to the beſt 
Advantage. This mighty Privilege was firſt 
obtained about the Year 1284. and the 12th 
of Edward I. But great were the Clamours 
raiſed on that Occaſion. And Fabian (as quot- 
ed in the Memoirs of Wool, Page 17. Vol. I.) 
who places this Affair two Years later, viz. in 
B 2 1286. 
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1286. poſitively tells us, that this Conceſſion 
* was to the greate Hurt of the hole Realm 
e of England.” And Rapin obſerves, © That 
the Commons granted the King a Subſidy of 
ce the Fiftieth Part of their Moveables, to ex- 
5 pel the Kingdom all ſuch Foreigners, as 
** were a Burden to, the Nation.” The Bur- 
den was, as explained by Fabian, That theſe 
Strangers, by becoming ſettled Inhabitants, 
had greater Opportunities of adulterating their 
Wares, and uſing falſe Weights and Meaſures: 
So eaſy is it to find a Pretence, when we hare 
an Inclination to do it. As iß theſe People had 
no Opportunity of adulterating their Wares in 
their own Country, or that the Engliſh Land- 
lord would not have connived at the Fraud, 

rovided He might ſhare in the Profit; or, 2 
if there was greater Security for their Honeſty, 
when they were only Lodgers and tranſient 
Gueſts, than after they became ſettled in 
known Abodes. However, theſe Clamours 
prevailed, and their Privileges were taken from 
them, under a Colour that they were detected 
in ſuch baſe Practices. And this was judged 
a ſufficient Reaſon for levying a large Fine 
upon them, after they had ſuffered © by a Sec- 
« ſon barde, and vyle Pryſonement.” 


Bor in a very few Years, the King, and 
the great Men, fo ſenſibly felt the evil Conſe- 
quences of expelling the Merchants * 
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that they thought it neceſſary to recal * them: 

And then the City of London began their Com- 
plaints; but met with an abſolute Repulſæ: 
For Experience had taught the King and the 
Parliament to diſtinguiſh between the gencral 
E Intereſts and Welfare of the Kingdom, and 
the monopolizing Views of Individuals. This 
Prince proceeded farther ; and in the thirty firſt 
Year of his Reign, granted a Charter + of Pro- 
tection to Merchants Strangers, which con- 
tained conſiderable Privileges, when compared 
to the Difficulties they had formerly laboured 
under. 


Bu T the greateſt Hardſhips ſtill remained 
unredreſſed; particularly, that a Foreigner 
was liable to be arreſted for the Debt of ano- 

ther, or to be puniſhed for his Miſdemeanor. 
It ſeems likewiſe very probable, that the Con- 
| tents 


* Coke's Second Inflitute, Page 741. © In the 18th 
* Year of Edward I. (that is about five Years after the 
Merchants Strangers had been fined and impriſoned, 
* 28 above related) in the Parliament Roll it is contained 
„ thus, Cives London. petunt, quod Aliegens Mercatores 

* expellantur d Civitate, quia ditantur ad Depaupera- 

tionem Civium, &c. 


* Reſponſio, Rex intendit quod Mercatores extranet. 
* ſunt idonei & utiles magnatibus, &c. & non habet 
® Conſilium eos expellendi.” 8 


Tuis Charter is not to be found among the Public 
Ads of Edward I. but among thoſe of Edward III. 


Where it is recited at large, and confirmed ancw. Sec 
Am, Vol. IV, Page 361. 
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tents of this Charter were but little obſerved in 
the Reign of his Succeſſor, Edward II. Fo 
this indolent Prince regarded nothing but to 
pleaſe his Favourite Gaveſton, and to ſpend al 
the Money he could bring together, in Diver. 
fions and Entertainments. In the mean Time, 
the Citizens of London, and the Inhabitants of 
other Towns and Boroughs, were at liberty to 
moleſt the Foreigners as much as they pleaſed, 
And indeed, the Broils which enſued between 
the King and his Barons, were another Cauſe 
which muſt have diſcouraged Strangers from 
ſettling here. | 


N ow, as it is obſervable, that during the 
Times under our preſent Conſideration, the 
whole Trade of theſe Parts of the World cen- 
tred in Flanders, it may be worth while to 
enquire, whether the ſame Policy prevailed 
there, or what other Meaſures were taken in 
relation to Commerce. And nothing can {et 
this in a clearer Light, than the Anſwer of 
Robert, Earl of Flanders, to the Requeſt ſent 
him by our King Edward II. to cut off all In- 
tercourſe with the Scotiſß Nation, whole 
King, Robert Bruce, was, as he alledged, in 
Rebellion againſt him, and excommunicated 
by the Pope. To this, the Earl returns a mol! 
reſpectful Anſwer, but adds, « We mult 


cc not 


e UN px veſtram Magnificentiam volumus non latere, 


c quod Terra noſtra Flandriæ UNivERs18 nn 
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e not conceal it from your Majeſty, that our 
Country of Flanders is COMMON To ALL 
„ru WorLD, where every Perſon finds a 
„ REE ADMISSION: Nor can we take away 
this Privilege from Perſons concerned in 
Commerce, without bringing Ruin and De- 
% ſolation on our Country. If the Scotch come 
to our Ports, and our Subjects go to theirs, 
it is neither the Intention of Ourſelves, nor 
our Subjects, to encourage them in their 
Error, or to be Partakers of their Crime; 
but only to carry on our Traffic, without 
taking Part with them.“ 


Ir was the Opinion of this wiſe Prince, that 
is Country could not have too many People 
it, though it was already the moſt populous 
Wn Europe: Neither was he afraid, that the 
Pubjects of other Powers would ſteal away the 
Secrets and Myſteries of Trade, though Flan- 
Wers was known to be the Rendezvous of the 
Þoſt expert and ingenious Artiſans: Nor yet 

| | was 


QUE REG10NIS.COMMUNIS EST, & cuiq; liber in 
cadem patet Ingreſſus. Nec poſſumus Mercatoribus, 
ſuas exercentibus Mercaturas, Ingreſſum, prout hac- 
tenus conſueverunt, denegare, quin ifta cederent in 
Deſolationem naſtræ Terra & Ruinam. Et fi Scots 
ad noſtros Portus declinant, & noſtri Homines ad 
Scotig Portus declinaverint, Intentionis noſtræ, & 
noſtrorum, non eſt eos propter hoc in Errore fovere, 
nec in Crimine cum eis participiendo comitare, ſed 
ſolum Mercaturas exercendo Partem minime facien- 
ies,” Rym. Fed. Tom, III. Page 771. 
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was he apprehenſive, that ſuch a general Na- 
turalization would tempt the Beggars and the 
Lazy of other Countries, to come in Swarms 
to eat up the Riches of his own, though his 
Situation on the Continent, had this been a pro- 
bable Conſequence, might have given hin 
much more Cauſe to fear it, than ours can 
give us, who live in an Iſland: —Laſtly, be 
very juſtly diſtinguiſhed between holding a 
Intercourſe with People for the Benefits 
Commerce, and embracing their Principles, c 


partaking of their Crimes, 


Bu T his Maxims were too large and noble 
to be underſtood by an ignorant, or reliſhed 
by a prejudiced People. And we do not find, 
that Strangers were able to obtain any reafor 
able Settlement in England, or juſt Protection, Wi 
till Edward III. came to the Throne. Ti WK" 

eat and wiſe Prince, in the ſecond Year d 

is Reign, renewed the Charter of Protection, 
which his Grandfather, Edward I. had giv 
to Strangers. And finding that this was 0 
_ Encouragement enough, . cauſed a Law t0 
be made ſeven Years after, for their better *- 
curity, and greater Inducement to ſettle here 
This Statute was made in a Parliament hell 
at York, 1335. ſome Parts of which juli 
deſerve to be particularly cited. In the Pr 
amble it is obſerved, "That grievous Damp 
te have been done to the King and his Peops 
* by ſome People of Cities, Boroughs, I 1 i 
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= of the Sea, and other Places of the faid 
Realm, which in long Time paſt have not 
C ſuffered, nor yet will ſuffer Merchants 
Strangers, nor others, which do carry and 
V7 bring in, by Sea or Land, Wines, Avoirdu- 
„ poize,, and other Livings and Victuals, 
with divers other Things to be ſold, ne- 
ceſſary and profitable, to ſell or deliver ſuch 
Wines, Livings, Victuals, nor other Things, 
to any other than to themſelves: By reaſon 
E* whereof, ſuch Stuff aforeſaid, is ſold to the 
King, and to his People, in the Hands of 
the ſaid Citizens, Burgeſſes, and other Peo- 
EF ple Denizens, more dear than they ſhould 
be, if ſuch Merchants Strangers, and others, 
E which bring ſuch Things into the Realm, 
might freely ſell them to whom they 
F would: It was therefore enacted, that theſe 
Merchants Strangers ſhould be at liberty to trade, 
Puy, and fell, according as they pleaſed, with- 
put Diſturbance or Interruption. 


Now this Prince always bore the Character 
pf being one of the moſt ſagacious, that ever 
Et on the Engliſh Throne. And Hiſtorians 
pave obſerved, that there were more good 


s made in his Reign, than in the Times of 
tir! his Predeceſſors. His Maxim was to pre- 
re Mr the general Welfare of the Kingdom, to 
nde Intereſt of any particular Society. Let us 
ok, therefore judge of * Law by its Effects. 


I. TürRxz- 
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I. TnxREFORE in two Years after the pa 
ſing of it, we find an Act made to prevent tie 
Exportation of Wool; Another againſt wear. 
ing outlandiſh Cloth; — Another againſt bring. 
ing of ſtrange Cloth into the Realm; — And 
another to invite foreign Cloth- makers into the 
King's Dominions. And to the Intent,” 
faith the Act, © the faid Cloth-workers hal 
have the greater Will to come and dyel 
ce here, our Sovereign Lord the King wil 
«-orant them Franchiſes, as many, and fuch 
&* as may ſuffice them. This Statute of N. 
turalization cauſed great Commotions in ſome 
of the principal Cities: For the Engliſb would 
have rather choſe to have ſeen their Wool ex- 
ported unmanufactured, as uſual, than br 
faught by Foreigners to make it into Cloth, 
But the King was determined, that the Pur 

ſes of ſo excellent a Law ſhould not be 
defeated for want of Execution. And there- 
fore, when the Mayor and Magiſtrates of Bri 
fol endeavoured to prevent the introducing of 
Weavers, and other Manufacturers, by extort- 
ing large Sums of Money from the Undertak- 
ers, and by other Acts of Oppreſſion and Vi- 
olence, he ſent them a very ſevere Repr. 
mand, and gave them to underſtand, that f. 
was in vain to contend againſt a Law which WW « - 
he had reſolved ſhould be obeyed. And whe! BF. 
the Citizens of London proceeded to great . 
Outrages, he ſent them likewiſe the ſame kin * 

0 
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of expoſtulatory and threatning Letter. Theſe 
two Mandates are ſuch evident Proofs of the 
© narrow Spirit and Perverſeneſs of our Fore- 
E fathers (whom too many among Us, even at 
this Day, are weak enough to copy after) that 
I have inſerted them belaw * for the Reader's 
E Satisfaction. 

3 | II. In 


> — * 


Tux firſt Mandate, viz. That to the Mayor and 
© Bailiffs of Briſtol, is dated the 15th of November, 1339. 
© that is, about two Years after paſſing the Naturalization 
Act, and runs in theſe Words; 

l % RE R, Majori & Ballivis Ville ſuz Briftoliiz, 
4 | « falutem: 

Co u nuper de aſſenſu Prælatorum, Comitum, Ba- 
© « ronum, ac aliorum, in Parliamento noſtro apud 


Maſtmonaſterium tunc convocato exiſtentium, ordina- 
© © tum fuiſſet & concordatum, guod Lane infra Reg- 


* num noſtrum in Pannos operarentur; & quod omnes 
be illi qui Pannos hujuſmodi operari & facere vellent, 
re eos in ſingulis locis ejuſdem Regni operari & facere 
il. © poſſent abſq; Impedimento qualicumq; Jamq; ex par- 
* te Thomæ Blauket, & quorumdam aliorum Burgen- 
5 „ ſium Ville prædictæ, acceperimus, quod cum ipſi 
ort- * pretextu Concordiæ & Ordinationis prædictarum, ac 
ak- © Proclamationis ibidem, ut dicitur, ex parte noſtra inde 
V. (fade, diverſa inftrumenta pro Pannis hujuſmodi tex- 
nr. RE ©29is & faciendis in domibus ſuis propriis fieri, & tex- 
Pf! * tores ac alios operarios ex bac causũ conduci fecerint ; 
it l vos ad erm oof conſiderationem non habentes, di- 
hich * verſas Pecuniæ Summas ab iiſdem Thomd & aliis occa- 
hen . fione confectionis & levationis inſtrumentorum præ- 
_ 4 dictorum, exigitis, & ipſos eã occaſione multipliciter 
Lind inguietatis & gravatis, ut aſſerunt, minus juſte, in 


* iplorum Thema & DN Tn non — 
2 25 
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II. Ix the following Parliaments many Re- 
gulations were made for the true and juſt mak- 
ing and meaſuring of Cloth, as alſo for the 
good Government of other Artificers; which 
is a ſtrong preſumptive Proof, that Trade and 
Commerce were conſiderably extended. 

III. This 


„ & contra formam ordinationis, concordiæ, & proclz- 
c mationis prædictarum: Super quo ſupplicarunt fibi 
«© per nos de congruo remedio in hac parte provider: 
Nos advertentes ordinationem, concordiam, & pro 
« clamationem prædictas, ft in Regno noſtro teneantut 
& obſerventur, ad ne/tram & totius populi noſtri tu: 
„ dem Regni utilitatem cedere poſſe ; volenteſq; præfato 
&« Thomam & alios qui Pannos hujuſmodi operari & {x 
c cere voluerint, ac ipſos operarios eo prætextu ab inju- 
« riis & exactionibus indebitis protegi & tueri, Vobis 
«© MAN DAMus, &c.” See Rymer's Fad. Vol. . 


Page 137. 


TRE other Mandate bears date the 12th of Or, 
1344. VIZ. 


„% REX, Majori & Vicecomitibus Londonie, ſalutem: 


C Cum in Parliamento noſtro, apud We/tmonaſteriun, 
% anno Regni noſtri Angliæ undecimo, tento inter cæ- 
& tera, pro communi utilitate dicti Regni, concords- 
6 tum fuiſſet, quod omnes operarii Pannorum de pal. 
6 tibus extraneis, de quacumque terri fuerint, qui inſn 
% dictum Regnum ay aut terras noſtras Hibernic, 
& & Malliæ, venire, & ibidem morari vellent, in ii. 
« dem Regno & terris ſalv> & ſecurè ſub protectione & 
ce ſalvo conductu noſtris venirent, & ubi in dictis Reg: 
6 no & terris vellent, morarentur, & quod nos eiſden 
* operariis, ut libentius ibidem venirent, tot & tales 


« bertates, quod eis ſufficerent, concederemus, er- * 
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III. T 1s famous Statute, made in the 
ninth Year of his Reign, is often confirmed 
ſubſequent Parliaments, and ſometimes 
with ample Additions. And the very Words 
of the ſeveral Confirmations plainly imply, 
That the Mayors and Societies of the reſpec- 
tive Cities and Boroughs, were extremely a- 
verſe to obey this uſeful Law. But the Con- 
firmations of it, paſſed in the twenty fifth Year 
of his Reign, Stat. IV. c. 2. and the twenty 
ſeventh, Stat. IT. c. 2. put it out of their 
Power to moleſt foreign Merchants and Arti- 
ficers for the future, in any other Way, than 
dy arreſting one Foreigner for the Debt of ano- 
ther. This barbarous Cuſtom had long pre- 
voailed, and was ſometimes made an Engine of 
Oppreſſion 


« dem concordiam in Civitate prædictà, & in ſingulis 
Comitatibus dicti Regni noſtri, fecimus proclamari, 
ac jam intellexerimus, quod quidem Malefactores de 
“ Civitate prædictà, diverſis hujuſmodi operariis Pan- 
* norum, qui juxta proclamationem prædictam, ſub 
protectione noſtri, jamdiu eſt, venerunt, & in dicta 
„ Civitate, per tempus non modicum, meſteras ſuas 
* exercendo, ſunt morati, diverſa dampna & gravamina 
« mtulerunt, & in dies inferunt, ipſiſq; de Vita & 
„ MEMRR IS in tantum COMMINANTUR, quod ibi- 
dem ulterius morari non audent, niſi eis per nos ſubve- 
„ niatur in hic parte; nos, volentes omnes & fingulos 
* hujuſmodi operarios, de partibus exteris, in Regnum 
** noltrum prædictum, ex causà prædictà venientes, & 
ibidem morantes, a violentiis & injuriis, quibuſcumq; 
© prefervari, Vobis ManDAMUs, Sc.“ Sce Rymer's 
Fed. Vol. V. Page 429. 
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Oppreſſion in the Hands of the Freemen of 
one City or Town, againſt thoſe of another, 
For the Members of theſe little Societies are (6 
felfiſh and narrow-minded, as to conſider eve. 
ry Perſon as a Foreigner, that doth not belong 
to their Community. But though we learn 
from Lord Coke, in his Second Inſtitute, Chap. 
23. that the Engliſb themſelves were apt 
enough to commit theſe Outrages on each 
other, and ſometimes did ſo; yet as every 
Corporation could retaliate the Wrong done 
to its own Member, upon the Member of ano- 
ther Corporation, when he was found within 
its Precincts, this became, in ſome Degree, 
a reciprocal Check upon them. Whereas the 
poor Alien had no Protection or Redreſs, Al 
being united againſt him, as their common 
Enemy. And if this Cuſtom had continued, 
the Inhabitants of the Cities and Boroughs 
would have rendered this Country fo unſafe for 
Foreigners, that they muſt all have left it, 
notwithſtanding the King and the Parliament 
had encouraged them to ſettle here. 


WHEREFORE, IV. To ſtop the Progreſs of 
theſe iniquitous Proceedings, a Law was made 
to aboliſh ſuch a Cuſtom for ever: Every 
Word of which is ſo expreflive of national 

uſtice, good Faith, and public Utility, that 
am perſuaded I ſhall do my Readers a Plea- 


ſure to recite it at large. 
Anno 


** g > 0 5 * - Bo 4 * ut N I | 
I u 
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Anno 27mo Edvard: III. Anno Dom. 1353. 
Stat. II. c. 17. 


« A MERCHANT Stranger ſhall not be im- 
« peached for another's Debt, but u 2 


* good Cauſe, Merchants of Enemies Coun- 
« tries ſhall ſell their Goods in convenient 


| Time, and depart, 


* ITEM, That no Merchant Stranger. be 


e impeached for another's Treſpaſs, or for 


* © another's Debt, whereof he is not Debtor, 


e Pledge, nor Mainpernor. Provided always, 
that if our liege People, Merchants, or 
* others, be indamaged by any Lords of 
* ſtrange Lands, or their Subjects, and the 
e faid Lords (duly required) fail of Right to 
* our ſaid Subjects, we ſhall have the Law of 
* Marque, and of taking them again, as hath 
been uſed in Times paſſed, without Fraud 
* or Deceit. And in caſe that Debate do riſe 
* (which God defend) betwixt Us and any 
* Lords of ſtrange Lands, We will not that 
* the People and Merchants of the ſaid Lands 
be ſuddenly ſubdued in our ſaid Realm and 
Lands, becauſe of ſuch Debate; but that 
* they be warned, and Proclamation thereof 
* publiſhed, that they ſhall void the faid 


| © Realm and Lands with their Goods freely, 
within forty Days after the Warning and 
| © Proclamation ſo made: And that in the 


« mean 
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„ mean Time, they be not impeached, nor 
* let of their Paſſage, or of making their Pro- 
e fit of the ſame Merchandizes, if they will 
* ſell them. And in caſe that for default of 
* Wind, or of Ship, or for Sickneſs, or for 
* other evident Cauſe, they cannot avoid our 
% faid Realm and Lands within ſo ſhort a 
Time, then they ſhall have other forty Days, 
« or more, if need be, within which they 


« may paſs conveniently, with ſelling their 
ce Merchandize as aforeſaid.” 


LAasTLY, The prodigious Increaſe of na- 
tional Commerce, in Conſequence of theſe 
Proceedings, is an Argument, above all others, 
in favour of their Utility, For a late Writer 
hath obſerved,* © That in the twenty eighth 
e Yearof Edward III. that is, in the Year 1354. 
« [remarkable for being the Year after the 
© above Law was enacted] we have a Record 
* in the Exchequer, ſhewing the Exports 
* and Imports, by which it appears, that the 
* Ballance of our Trade produced 255, 214“ 
* 135. 8 d. which, — — the Difference 
* of Money then and now, is about 737, 0210 
« 165. 114. as we reckon it at preſent [I be- 
* eve it could be made appear to be 2 
« much greater Sum] And yet there is no 
* Notice taken in this Account, either of Tin 
* or Lead, or of other ſtaple e 

cc WwW IC 


* The Preceptor, Voll. II. Trade and Commerce, Chap. 
iü. Page 414. 
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& which we certainly exported: And yet, all 
Things conſidered, this muſt appear a moſt 
amazing Proof of the early Profits of our 
Commerce.“ The Remarks of this Au- 
Hor are very juſt : But he ſeems to be at a Loſs, 
How to account for ſuch a prodigious Balance 
our Favour in theſe early Times: Yet I am 
perſuaded, if he had confidered the Affair in 
he Light in which it now appears, he would 
have found no Difficulty in accounting for it. 


| Uron the whole therefore, notwithſtanding 
ſome Miſtakes in Commerce, which indeed are 
pot to be wondred at, conſidering theſe early 
Times, and the Conteſts for the Crown of 
France, which the Engliſb Nation impoliticly 
upported, this great Prince en encreaſed 
e Trade of England; by which Means he 
vas enabled to bear the Expences of a long 
onſuming War, and to leave his Kingdom 
nuch richer than he found it. He laid the 

oundation for great Things: But the unhap- 
Biaſs of the Engliſb was always working 


gainſt Foreigners. 


TAERETO RRE towards the End of his long 
ken, when the Hiſtorians deſcribe him, as 
aving deviated very much from his wonted 
pod Conduct, the Mayor and Citizens of 
nden renewed their Solicitations at this Junc- 
ure, and ſet forth moſt amply the Grievances 
ppoſed to be occaſioned by the Admiſſion of 
D Foreigners. 
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Foreigners. Theſe are ſummed up in thei 
own Words, as follows, * And whereas, 2 
ce the laſt Parliament, holden at We/tminſter 
te it was anſwered to them [the Mayor, Alder. 
* men, and Commonalty of the City of Lyn 
* don] that they ſhould declare their Grier. 
_ © ances ſpecrally, and that they ſhould hate 
e good Remedy: Of which Grievances, + 
* mongſt divers others, theſe be, That any 
*-Stranger might dwell in the ſaid City, and 
* keep an Houſe, and be a Broker, and l 
e and buy all Manner of Merchandiſes by Re- 
te tail; and one Stranger to ſell unto anothe, 
* to ſell again, to the great enhancing of the 
* Prices of Merchandizes, and a Cauſe 10 mak 
* them remain there more than forty Day: 
* Whereas, ' in Times paſt, no Merchants 
* Strangers might do any ſuch Thing, cot 
te trary to the Franchiſes of the faid City, be- 
** fore theſe Times had and uſed; by which 
* Grievances, the Merchants of the aid Cir" 
« are greatly impoveriſhed, and the Navy im 
e paired, and the Secrets of the Land, by ths 
“ {aid Strangers, diſcovered to our Enemis 
* by Spies, and other Strangers, into thel 
e Houſes received. May it therefore pleak 
* your Majeſty and Council, in this preſent 
© Parliament, to ordain, That the ſaid Mer 
ce chants Strangers may be reſtrained in tit 
“ Points aforeſaid ; and that the ſaid May 
* Aldermen, and Commonalty of your A 
« Of 

* Seymour's Survey of London, Vol, II. Page 314 
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City may enjoy the faid Franchiſes, any 
« Law or Cuſtom, heretofore made unto the 
« contrary thereof, in any wile notwithſtand- 
cc ing. - | ; 


BuT the King was not ſo much altered 
from himſelf, as not to ſee through theſe Pre- 
tences; and therefore gave the Petitioners lit- 
tle more than kind Words in redreſs of their 
Grievances. - For he ſtill perſevered in his 
former Sentiments, that he was as good a 
judge of what was for the general Advantage 
of the Kingdom, the Increaſe of the Navy, 
and the Preſervation of the State, as they were, 
and had it as much at Heart: And all that he 
lid for them, was to make ſome inconſiderable 
Conceſſions, conditionally, or rather indeter- 
minately expreſſed, while he denied the main 
Part of their Suit. This Affair happened in 
be fiftieth Year of his Reign, and the laſt but 


- ne of his Life. 

＋ Bu T fo ſoon as the old King was dead, 
ne = Mayor and Citizens of London addreſſed his 
hee randſon and Succeſſor, Richard II. and met 
euch better Succeſs, For in the very firſt Year 
een df his Reign, he deprived the Foreigners of 
la the Liberty of buying and ſelling of, or to any 


other Foreigner, within the Precincts of the City 
of London : This was confirmed by an Act of 
Farliament, made in the ſame Year, as Seymour 
lates; but is not to be found in the Statute 

D 2 Book, 
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Book. However it is plain, that the Inhak. 
tants of the Cities and Boroughs began to ti. 
umph, in Conſequence of a Victory over Foreig. i 
ers, and practiſed the ſame Outrages and Inſdu 
againſt them, which they had formerly dom 
To put a Stop to which, two Laws were ena: 
ed, one in the ſecond, and the other in the ds 
venth Year of his Reign, which explain u 
confirm the ſeveral Statutes made by his Grand 
father, Edward III. in favour of Foreigner, 


Bu T as we are not to expect mighty Ma: 
ters for the Public Good from a Prince of th 
Character of Richard II. fo we find in the 
Year 1392. the very Year in which he receiv 
ten thouſand Pounds, and two gold Crown 
from the City of London, by way of Redeny 
tion Money for their Charter, that he wah 
mollified with this Sum, opportunely coming 
in to anſwer his extravagant Expences, as 0 
paſs a Law to repeal the principal Advantags 
granted by his Grandfather and himſelf 1 
Strangers. After having recited the Add d 
Edward III. with the ſeveral Additions, ü 
proceeds, Nevertheleſs, foraſmuch as it ſcen- 
e eth to our Lord the King, that the ſaid du. 
«* tutes, if they ſhall be fully holden and ext 
<< cuted, ſhall extend to the great Hindranct 
e and Damage of the City of London, 50 
e other Cities, Boroughs, and Towns of ti 
e Realm, it is ordained, &c.” There net 
no Comment upon this Part of the n_— 
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the very Words declare, at whoſe Inſtigationi 
the Law was made, and whoſe | ſuppoſed) In- 
tereſts it was deſigned to ſerve. This Statute 
deprived Merchants Strangers of the Benefit of 
ſelling to another Merchant Stranger, who was 
to ſell again. It was likewiſe ordamed, that 
no Merchant Stranger ſhould fell by Retail, 
but only in Groſs: Nay, Merchants Strangers 
vere not allowed to put, that is, to expoſe 79 
= Sale any Manner of Wares or Merchandiſes, 
except Livings and Victuals. 


Bur ſtill there was a Shadow of Liberty re- 
maining; particularly Merchants Strangers were 
— the Benefit of reſiding in England as 
long as they pleaſed, and of dwelling in Houſes 
of their own, and being their own Brokers in 
the Diſpoſal of their Effects. Therefore a Law 
was obtained the fifth of Henry IV. A. D. 
1403. c. 9. which ordained, © That all Mer- 
* chants Aliens, and Strangers, SHALL SELL 
* their Merchandiſes, brought intothis Realm, 
* within a Quarter of a Year next after their 
coming into the ſame; and alſo that the 
* Money which ſhall be delivered by Ex- 
* change in England, be employed upon the 
Commodities of the Realm, within the ſaid 
* Realm, upon Pain of Forfeiture of the fame 
* Money; and that no Merchant Alien, nor 
Stranger, ſell any Manner of Merchandiſe to 
* any other Merchant Alien, or Stranger, up- 
on Pain of Forfeiture of the ſame Merchan- 
* diſe. 
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& diſe. And alſo, it is ordained and eſtabliſh- 
« ed, that in every City, Town, and Port 
e of the Sea, in England, where the (aid 
« Merchants Aliens, or Strangers be, or ſhall 
ce berepairing, ſufficient Hoſts ſhall be ned 
* to the · ſaid Merchants by the Mayor, She- 
cc rifs, or Bailifs; —and that the ſaid Mer- 
« chants Aliens, and Strangers, ſhall dwell in 

« 20 other Place, but with their faid Hoſts ſo 
e to be aſſigned; and that the faid Hoſts, 6 
© to be aſſigned, ſhall take for their Travel in 
* the Manner as was accuſtomed in old Time. 
By the Tenor of this Law, a Merchant Stran- 
ger was not only deprived of the Benefit of 
ſelling to another Merchant Stranger, who was 
to ſell again within the Realm, according to 
the Statute of Richard II. mentioned above; 
but alſo he was reſtrained from ſelling af all to 
Merchants Strangers, though for the Purpoſes 
of Exportation : So that it became a Crime, 
by the Laws of the Land, to attempt to make 
this Country the Centre of Trade, and a Ma- 
gazine for other Nations. And yet, this un- 
happy national Biaſs, joined with the narrow, 
ſelfiſh Views of Individuals, prevailed fo ſtrong- 
ly, that this very abſurd Clauſe was confirmed 
again by a Statute made the next Year, the 
ſixth of Henry IV. c. 4. There was indeed a 
Repeal of the Obligation laid upon Foreigners 
to fl their Merchandiſes within a Quarter of a 
Year after Importation: But particular Cate 


was taken to add, © Saving always, the Fran 
| c chiles 
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« chiſes and Liberties of the City of London: 
« And further, Provided always, that the ſaid 
« Merchants Aliens, and Strangers, ſhall not 
« carry, or cauſe to be carried, out of the 
« Realm, any Merchandiſes brought within 
4 the Realm by the Merchants Aliens and 
* Strangers aforeſaid.” This was ſtrengthen- 
ing the Evil; ſo that even our own Shipping 
| were not to be employed in carrying the Goods 
of Foreigners from one Country to another, . 
We ſhall preſently ſee what Uſe the Citizens 
of London made of theſe Statutes, | 


Now as theſe Laws were made in the 
Reign of Henry IV. it may be reaſonably aſked, 
How a Prince ſo politic and attached to his 
Intereſt, could be induced to paſs them? For 
it was impoſſible to avoid perceiving, that the 
Duties and Cuſtoms would be greatly diminiſh- 
ed by ſuch Excluſions and Monopolies. And 
yet perhaps he acted wholly upon the Prin- 
ciples of Self-Intereſt and State Policy in this 
Affair. For he found it neceſſary to ſtand well 
with the Citizens of London, and to gain the 
Affections of the People at any Rate. Great 
Diſcontents then prevailed, on account of his 
Behaviour to, and ſuppoſed Murder of the 
depoſed King. A Conſpiracy and a dange- 
rous Inſurrection were actually then on foot. 
Beſides, he had a favourite Point to be gained, 
no leſs than the intailing of the Realms of Eng- 
land and France on his four Sons, which was 


propoſed 
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pr and carried the Beginning of the next 
eſſions of Parliament. But as ſoon as this 
Point was obtained, his Complaiſance grew 
leſs; and aLaw was paſſed the very ſame Sel. 


ſions, to teſtrain the Encroachments of the Ci- 


tizens of London, viz. Anno 7mo Hen. IV. 
A. D. 1405. c. 9. Item, Whereas at the 
<« grievous Complaint made by the Commons 
in the faid Parliament, it is ſhewed, how 
te thatinold Time it was uſed and accuſtomed, 
< that as well the Cloth-makers and Draper 
«« of whatſoeyer Place of the Realm, repairing 
* and having Recourſe to the City of Londm, 
« as other Merchants with divers Merchan- 
* diſes, as Wine, Iron, Oil, and Wax, and 
* other Things pertaining to Merchandiſe, ex- 
s erciling, repairing, and having Recourſe to 
* the faid City, have bought and fold in Gr, 
« as well with Aliens as with Denizens, of 
« the Cloths and other Merchandizes afore- 
e faid, at their Will and Pleaſure, paying in 
* this Behalf only, the Cuſtoms and other De- 
* yoirs thereof, reaſonably due: And never, 
te in all the ſaid Time, were diſturbed, or in 
* any Manner hindered, to fell or buy in 
* Groſs with Merchants, Aliens or Denizens, 
* of ſuch Cloths and Merchandiſes at their 
* Will and Pleaſure, but only to Retail: And 
% now of late, as well the ſame Cloth-mak- 
* ers, as other the Merchants aforeſaid, by 
* the Mayor, Sherifs, Aldermen, Draper, 
* and Merchants of London, be daily diſturb: 

: cc at 
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and let to fell and buy in the Manner afore- 
= * (aid, as well in Groſs as in Retail, and griev- 
4 ouſly and continually conſtrained to {ell their 
© faid Cloths and Merchandiſes only to the 
| « Merchants and Inhabitants of the ſaid City, 
© © to the ſingular Profit and Advantage of them 
of London, and allo to the Damage and Loſs 
F of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
the Commons of this Realm, as of the ſaid 
„ Cloth-makers and Merchants ſo grieved, and 
. a plain Enſample and Occaſion to ſuch 
KL . and Merchants ſo grieved, to 
withdraw themſelves from the ſaid City from 
“ henceforth, if Remedy be not rather pro- 
. vided in this Behalf: It is ordained and 
eſtabliſned, that as well the Drapers and 
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LAY, 
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0 0 Cloth-ſellers, as other Merchants, with 
„ their ſundry Merchandiſes, ſhall be free to 
of t ſell in Groſs their Cloths, Iron, Oil, and 


Co 


% Wax, and other their Merchandiſes, as well 

1 to all the King's liege People, as to the Ci- 
* tizens of London, notwithſtanding any Fran- 
* chiſe or Liberty granted to the contrary.” 


Ir may be greatly queſtioned, whether 
the City of London ever had any Franchiſe or 
Privilege of this Sort. But the Citizens aſ- 
ſumed to themſelves ſuch a Prerogative, by 
conſtruing the Statutes made againſt Aliens and 
Foreigners, as extending alſo to exclude Na- 
tives of the Realm, if not free of their City. 
For they have ever conſidered all others, 1 4 
E e 
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the King's natural born Subjects, in the Light 
of Foreigners; and give them this very Appel. 
lation in their City-Laws. 


Bu T if this Act ſeemed to open a Door for 
Foreigners to enter in again, effectual Care wa: 
taken, by Statutes made in the following 
Reigns, to ſhut it up. One of theſe Acts pro- 
ceeded fo far as to ordain, That no Engl/}- 
« nan (hall within this Realm ſell, or cauſe to 
* be ſold hereafter, to any Merchant Alien, 
* any Manner of Merchandiſes, but only for 
* ready Payment in hand, or elſe in Merchar- 
* diſes for Merchandiſes, to be paid and con. 
* tented in hand, upon Pain of Forfeiture d 
e the ſame.” This Law was made, A. 
1429. and the Eighth of Henry VI. c. 24. but 
being of a Nature too abſurd and extravagant 
to be put in Practice, was repealed the follou- 
ing Seſſions, 


IT is a Matter of no ſmall Aſtoniſhment, 
that any Foreigners ſhould remain, or come 
into the Kingdom, after ſuch inceſſant Pains 
to drive and keep them out. But, as if Pro- 
vidence had decreed we /hould be a TRADING 
Nation, in ſpite of all Endeavours to the coir 
trary, they rather encreaſed than diminiſhed by 
theſe Oppreſſions;— if the Accounts given in 
the Preamble of the famous Statute of Rrcherd 
III. are to be credited. This bloody Tyrant 
had rendered himſelf extremely odious by hi 

Uſurpation 


ht 


el. 


© Uſurpation and Barbarities. 


© underſtood the Forble of the Engliſh, he _ 


Act againſt Foreigners. 
made in the firſt Parliament after his Acceſſion, 
principally to gratify the Citizens of London ;' 
and ſets forth, That our Sovereign Lord the 
King, upon Petition made to him, in his 
© faid Parliament, by the Commons of Eng- 
and, hath conceived and underſtood, That 
whereas Merchants Strangers, of the Na- 
tion of Taly, as Venetians, Florentines, Apu- 
. lions, Cicilians, 
other of the ſame Nation, in great Number 
do inhabit and keep Houſes, as well in the 
City of London, as in other Cities and Bo- 
roughs within this his Realm, and do take 
E* Warehouſes and Cellars, and therein put 
their Wares and Merchandiſes, 
bring into this ſaid Realm; and them, in 
the faid Cellars and Warehouſes, . 
* do ! 
„ ſuch Time the Prices thereof be greatly en- 
| © hanced, for their great Luereʒ and the ime 
18 Merchandiſcs and Wares they then fell to 
| all Manner of People, as well within the 
ports where they bring the Haid Wares and 
* Merchandiſes; as to other: divers and many 
Places within this Realm, as well by Retail 
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But as he well 


their Reconciliation by paſſing a very popular 
This Statute was 


Lame Catehans, and 


which they 


pack, mingle, . and keep the ſame, ti 


as otherwiſe: And alſo do buy in tlie ſaid 


Ports and other Places, at their own Liberty, 


+ Us Commodities of this Realm and ſell the 
E 2 &« {ame 
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*« ſame again at their Pleaſure, within the 
* ſame, as commonly and freely as any of the 
« King's liege People doth, and do not em- 


ploy a great Part of the Money, coming 


* thereof, upon the Commodities of this 
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Realm; but make it over the Sea by Ex. 


change to divers Countries, to the King's 
great Damage in Loſs of his Cuſtoms, and 
to the great Impoveriſhing of his ſaid Sub- 


jects, of whom they ſhould buy the Com- 


modities of this Realm, 


* II. A np the fame Merchants of Tah, 
and other Merchants Strangers, be Hz, 
and take to them People of other Nations, 
and be with them daily; and do buy, {el} 
and make privy and ſecret Contracts and 
Bargains with the ſame People, to their 
great Increaſe and Profit, and to the impor- 
tune Damage of the King's ſaid Subjects 
and contrary to divers Statutes in this Cale 
provided and ordained, _ 


tc III. ALS o, the ſaid Merchants of [ay 
do buy, in divers Places within this Realm, 
a great Quantity of Wool, and Moollen Clith, 
and other Merchandiſes, of the King's Sub- 


jects; and Part thereof they {ell again to tho 


ſaid Subjects, and other within this Realm, 
to their great Advantage; and much of tho 
faid Wools they do deliver to Cloth-makers, 
thereof to make Cloth at their Pleaſure. 

| | | « TY, Mokts 
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4 
e 8 ay 
18 N « TV, Moreover, a great Number of Ar- 
. © tificers, and other Strangers, not born un- 
der the King's Obeyſance, do daily reſort 
and repair to the City of London, and to 


bother Cities, Boroughs, and Towns of the 
( © faid Realm, and much more than they were 
d WW © wont to do in Times paſt; and inhabit by 
b- WW © themſelves, in the ſaid Realm, with their 
Wives, Children, and Houſhold, and will 
© © not take upon them any laborious Occupa- 
tion, as going to Plow and Cart, and other 
like Buſineſs, but uſe the making of Cloth, 


% and other handicraft and eaſy Occupations; 
% and bring and convey, from the Parts be- 
ll, WF © yond the Sea, great Subſtance of Wares and 


E © Merchandiſes to Fairs and Markets, and all 


ir WF © other Places of this Realm, at their Plea- 
or- We © ſure, and there ſell the ſame, as well by Re- 
is, WF © tail as otherwiſe, as freely as any of the 
ale WWF © King's Subjects uſed to do, to the great Da- 


* mage and. Impoveriſhment of the King's 
| © faid Subjects; and will in no, wiſe ſuffer nor 
| © take any of the King's ſaid Subjects to work 


im, WF © with them, but they take only, into their 
oth, WW © Service, People born in their own Country; 
ub- whereby the King's ſaid Subjects, for Lack 
tho WF © of Occupation, fall into Idleneſs, and be 
lm, WF © Thieves, Beggars, Vagabonds, and People of 
tho WF © vicious Living, to the great Perturbance both, 


of the King, and all his Realm. And when 
the Merchants, Artificers, and Strangers, 
| N Day 
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before rehearſed, have gained within this 
* Realm, by Buying and Selling, and by ſuch 
* eaſy Occupations and Handicrafts, great 
e Subſtance of Goods: With the ſame Sub- 
© ſtance they go out of the faid Realm, to 
_ *©:ſach Parts beyond the Sea as them liketh 
<< beſt, and there ſpend the ſame Goods often- 
times among the King's Adverſaries and 
Enemies, to the great Damage of our So- 
vereign Lord the King and his Subjects, and 
* Impoveriſhment of this Realm, and the 
Commons of the ſame: And fo by the 
© Occaſion of the Premiſes, the Subſtance of 
* the Inhabitants in the faid Cities, Boroughs 
* and Towns, now of late hath fallen, and 
daily doth fall into great Poverty and De- 
ce cay, to their great undoing, unleſs the King“ 
gracious Aid be to them in this Behalf 
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mains of this national Foible, whenever Queſ- 
tions relating to the Naturalization of Foreign- 


ers come upon the Carpet. Beſides, Suppoſe 
E we allow it to be true, that the Merchants 
Strangers did leave the Kingdom, after they 
: had acquired Riches in it, —Whom were the 
| Engliſh to blame, but themſelves, as they had 


taken ſuch uncommon Pains to render this 
Country an unſafe and diſagreeable Place for 
Strangers to reſide in? And was it not natu- 


ral for Foreigners to aſſociate together, while 
they ſaid here, as they were ſo hated and 
ill-uſed by the Natives? | 


HowEveR, a Law was made to redreſs theſe 


E imaginary Grievances: A Stranger was never 
to ſell by Retail, nor to be an Hoſt or Land- 
lord to any other, but to a Fellow-Country- 
man: Aliens were to ſell their Merchandiſes 
within eight Months after their Arrival, and to 
| lay out the Money, ſo received, in buying the 
Commodities of the Country ;—yet they were 
not allowed to buy or fell Wool, or Woollen 
| Cloth, nor to make Wool into Cloth, nor deliver 
aul to others for that Purpoſe; nor were even 
the King's natural born Subjects to make Cloth 
| tor Aliens, under Pain of Forfeiture of the 
| laid Cloth: Aliens were to take no Apprentices 
or Servants, but the King's natural born Sub- 


. O 


| jects; and if any Alien Artificers, or Handi- 


craitſmen, ſhould come into the Realm, after 
a limited Time, they were to return into their 
own 
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own Country, or ſubmit to become Servants 
to the Engliſb of the like Occupation, 


Vr as Neceſlity is always ingenious, the 
Strangers found Means to elude a great Part of 
theſe Penalties, by getting themſelves made 
Denizens by Virtue of the King's Prerogative, 
Therefore in the Beginning of the next Reign, 
(Henry VII.) as this was looked upon a fx 
vourable Juncture, Application was made, 
and a Bill obtained, That if Strangers were 
made Denizens, they were to reap no Privi- 
leges from that Grant. 
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Ap now, one would think, the Engli/) 
had gained a complete Victory over Foreign- 
ers. Let us ſee therefore, What were the 
mighty Conſequences? All the trading Parts 
of the Kingdom had joined with the Citizens 
of London againſt the common Enemy. But 
when he was ſubdued, did Trade raiſe its droop- 
ing Head? Did Wealth and Plenty, the na- 
tural Conſequences of Commerce, follow on 
this Expulſion of thoſe, who were before r- 
preſented as taking the Bread out of the Mou 
of the Natives? No, the Event verified what 
plain, unbiaſſed common Senſe would have fore- 
told, that an Encreaſe of Trade neither would, 
nor could follow ſuch an Expulſion. For the 
fame narrow, ſelfiſh way of Thinking, that 
then prevailed in London, the greateſt trading 
City in the Kingdom, againſt Foreigners buy- 
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Ing even our own manufactured Commodities, 
as naturally, and upon the ſame Principles, in- 
aduced them to engroſs the whole Trade of the 
Kingdom to themſelves; as all greater Bodies, 
will do, where Trade is not free. And then, 
the fame Pretences were alledged againſt the 
Out-Ports, as the Inhabitants of the Out-Ports, 
duped by the Artifice and Example of the Lon- 
Enrs, had formerly alledged againſt Foreign- 
lers. They then began to be ſenſible of an 
Evil, which they would not feel before. 
Therefore they petitioned the Parliament for 
Redreſs; and indeed it was high Time they 
ſhould do ſo, ſince no Merchant of the Out- 
Ports was permitted to trade to Spain, Portu- 
gal, France, Ireland, Venice, Dantzick, Flan- 
ders, Holland, and the Sea Coaſts of Germany, 
unleſs he paid 20/. ſterling to the Fellowſhip 
wand Merchants of London: A great Sum in 
thoſe Days, eſpecially to a Beginner! All this, 
wwe may ſuppoſe, was done with a Pretence to 
keep up the Credit of our Commodities in fo- 
F reign Markets, and to ſupply them with pro- 
per Sortments of Goods; the uſual, though a 
very ſenſeleſs Plea, for all Monopolies : But the 
| real Conſequence was, as is ſet forth in the 
| Preamble to the Statute, expreſly made to 
prevent this Encroachment, 19 Hen. VII. c. 6. 
That all Merchants, not being of the ſame 
| © Fellowſhip and Confederacy, withdrew 
| * themſelves from the ſaid Marts [of Spain, 
* Portugal, France, &c.] whereby the Wool- 
F e 
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* len Cloth of this Realm, which is one of th 
«* greateſt Commodities of the ſame, by making 
* whereof the King's true Subjects be put in 
Occupation, and the poor People have mi 
© univerſally their Living, and alſo other d. 
vers Commodities of divers and ſeveral Pam 
of this ſame Realm, is not ſold nor uttered 
as it hath been in Times paſt : But for la 
© of Utterance for the ſame in divers Part, 
* where ſuch Cloths be made, they be © 
** veyed to London, where they be ſold for un. 
* der the Price they be worth, and that the 
« coſt the Makers of the fame; and at other 
Times, they be lent to long Days, and the 
Money thereof, at divers Times never pail, 
And over that, the Commodities and Mer 
chandiſes of thoſe Parts, which the ſaid Fel. 
lowſhip Merchants of London, and othe 
© their Confederates, bring into this Land, i 
ſold to your ſaid Complainants, and others 
the King's true Subjects, at ſo DEAR AND 
HIGH EXCEEDING Price, that the Buyer d 
the ſame cannot live thereupon: By reaſon 
whereof, all the Cities, Towns, and Borough 
of this Realm, in effect be fallen into grit 
Poverty, Ruin, and Decay.” 


HR is a very different Account given d! 
the Cauſes of depopulating the Cities, Towns, 
and Villages, from that ſet forth before by the 
Londoners : And the Reader is to judge, which 
hath the Probability of being the true one. The 

| Foreigne!s 
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Foreigners were now driven out: Here is no 
Complaint brought againſt hem; and yet the 
Evil was every Day encreaſing. Nay, from 
the firſt Time Foreigners were put under 
ſuch Reſtraints and Diſcouragements, the Coun- 
try became apparently thinner of Inhabitants. 
And the Diminution of Inhabitants, much a- 
bout this Juncture, is a Circumſtance taken 
notice of by all Hiſtorians, and even by the 
IStatute Book. For Laws were made from 
Time to Time, with an Intent to people the 
Country again. It was ordained, that all an- 
tient dwelling Houſes, and Houſes of Huſ- 
bandry, ſhould be kept in good Repair: No 
\rable Land was permitted to be converted into 
Paſture: The Number of Farms, which any 
berſon was ſuffered to hold, was limited, as 
was alſo the Number of Sheep he was allowed 
to keep: Upon which laſt Article, remember 
to have read ſomewhere in Biſhop Latimer, 
that the Sheep, tho' mild Animals, had de- 
youred more Men in England, than the moſt 
venous Beaſts of Prey. — He meant, that 
Agriculture was neglected, the Towns and 
FVillages forſaken, and nothing to be ſeen, but 
few Shepherds with large Flocks of Sheep. 


Ir is eaſy to perceive, that theſe Laws did 
ot reach the Root of the Evil, and could have 
rery little Effect in removing the real Cauſe 
o Complaint. But the Eng//h. were reſolved 
6 try all Expedients, rather than admit. the 
4 6b Perſons, 
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Perſons, againſt whom the national Prejudice 
was raiſed ſo high. Nay, in the very midſt oſ 
the Calamities of the Kingdom, the Citizens f 
London gave a new Specimen of their hered. 
tary Hatred againſt the few Foreigners that re 
mained, and obtained a ſevere Decree in the 
Star-Chamber, the twenty firſt of Henry VIII, 
to put all the penal Laws in Force againſt them, 
They took Care to exaggerate every Circum- 
ſtance, and repreſented the Realm to be over. 
run with foreign Manufacturers; which, i 
true, muſt have contradicted all that had been 
faid before, concerning the general Decay df 
'Trade, the Depopulation of the Towns and 
Villages, and the running into Decay of the 
Farm Houſes. But the Pruth is, they longed 
to recover the Monopoly they had loft by the 
nineteenth of Henry VII. c. 6. and therefore 
began, as uſual, with making their firſt At- 
tack upon Foreigners or Aliens; in which they 
were ſure to do an acceptable Thing to therelt 
of the Kingdom. Their Views will beſt ap- 
pear, by producing ſome of the Articles of 
their lamentable Bill of Complaint (theſe att 
their very Words) v:z. © That Aliens, nt 
* born within the King's Obeyſance, exportel 
% Bacon, Cheeſe, Powdered Beef, Mutton, 
* and other Commodities of this Realm; 
* and that by the continual Recourſe of Stra 
« gers Handicraftſmen, great Portions of Com 
te and Victual, grown and bred within tit 


* Realm, Were conſumed.” To which, 4 
| | | the 
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the like deſtructive Cauſes, they imputed many 
tragical Events; ſuch as that © the Engliſb 
« Artificers, for lack of Occupation, be con- 
« ſtrained to live in Idleneſs, by Occaſion 
« whereof they do continually fall to Theft, 
Murder, and other great Offences, and con- 
4 ſequently, in great Numbers be put to Death 
aby the Laws.” And with equal Juſtice, 
the great Numbers condemned at preſent in 
every Seſſions at the Old dar may aſcribe 
their Deaths to the ſame Cauſe:——And pro- 


bably would have done it, if the Opponents of 
the late Naturalization Bill had been ſo happy 
as to have ſuggeſted the Thought to them. 


Tus Things went on, from bad to worſe, 
till there were ſcarce any Remains of the Cloth- 
ing Trade left in England. Foreigners being 
expelled, and no Recruits ſuffered to come in, 
the native Engliſh ſoon commenced Monopo- 
liſts, and roſe the Price. of their Manufactures 
upon their Fellow Subjects, which was attend- 
ed with three very fatal Conſequences, viz. 
1. The Cloth, imported from as, could 
be had at a cheaper Rate than what was made 
at home; and whoſoever ſells cheapeſt, be he 
Foreigner or Native, will always have the Pre- 
ference at Market. 2. The Engliſh Journey- 
men, and lower Manufacturers, who had been 
the moſt noiſy in their Clamours againſt Fo- 
reigners, being now deſtitute of Work at 
home, were glad to retire to Foreign Coun- 

tries, 
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tries to ſeek for Employment. 'They then 
found to their Coft, that the Expul/ion of Fo. 
reigners was the Cauſe of taking the Bread out 
of their Mouths, not the Admiſſion of them, 
3: The Conſumption of Provifions growing 
eſs every Day on theſe Accounts, there was 
no Encouragement to the Farmers and the 
landed Gentlemen to raiſe any Thing, but nu- 
merous Flocks of Sheep, which they were 
ſure would turn to good Account by the De- 
mand for Wool in Flanders. 


AND ſo great was the Decay of the Woollen, 
and all other Manufactures, that the very Re- 
membrance ſeems to.have been loft among us, 
For moſt Perſons uſually ſuppoſe, that theſe 
Arts had gained little or no Footing in England, 
till the Reign of Queen El:zabeth; whereas, 
in fact, ſhe was only the Revver of them, by 
purſuing, or rather by not appoſing the Plan laid 
down ſo long before, by Edward III. And it 
hath been fully ſhewn, in the Courſe of this 
Narrative, that many Years before her Reign, 
the Woollen Manufacture had been conſidered 
as the fſaple Commodity of the Kingdom, 
which employed vaſt Numbers of People in 
. the ſeveral Branches of it. 


Bur having brought Matters to this Period, 

J muſt here obſerve, that we owed the Re- 

vival of our Mercantile Knowledge, and that 

we ought to aſcribe the great Progreſs med 
at 
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hath been made in the Arts of Commerce, 
more to the Perſecution by the Duke D' Alva, 

who acted upon Principles, in all reſpects 
poſite to the former Counts of Flanders, than 
to any ſound Policy of the Engliſb Nation. 
For though Queen El:zabeth, and before her, 
King Edward VI. did really receive the Refu- 
gees in an hoſpitable Manner, yet it doth not 
appear, that the Majority of the Kingdom 
were in a right Diſpoſition to have invited 
them over, as Foreign Workmen and Artificers. 
Indeed, an Increaſe of Trade was the Conſe- 
| quence of their coming, but that did not ſeem 
to be the National End aimed at in receiving 
them. The Reformation was then in its In- 
fancy, and its Friends were deſirous of having 
their Hands ſtrengthened by the Acceſſion of 
foreign Proteſtants; many of whom were Men 
of Letters, and greatly ſerviceable in carrying 
on the Work of the Reformation. The Go- 
| vernment likewiſe had every Thing to fear, 
both from the Murmurs and Counſels of the 
| Papiſts at home, and the Power of the Pope 
abroad; and was glad of this Opportunity of 
enereaſing the Number of Subjects, whoſe 
| Principles and Intereſt were thoroughly con- 
nected with it. The long Wars, and bloody 
Perſecutions in the Netherlands, drove the Peo- 
ple to ſeek for Shelter in England, a Country 
they would hardly have thought of retiring to 
(as knowing the inherent Antipathy of the Na- 
tves againſt Strangers, eſpecially Artiſans, _ 
chants, 
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chants, and Manufacturers) if they could have 
made another Choice. But Germany and 
France were, at that ſuncture, much in the 
_ fame Circumſtances with themſelves ;- ſo that 
this Iſland was the only ſure Place of Refuge, 
and near at hand. Therefore many thouſands 
of Families came over during this long Reign, 
many of whoſe Deſcendants are, at this Day, 
as ſtrongly leavened with an Averſion to Fo- 
reigners, as the Engliſb were againſt their Fore- 
fathers, But it is very obſervable, that not 
one general. Naturalization Bill paſt during 
this whole Reign, and not many private ones; 
which muſt ſeem very extraordinary, conſider- 
ing the ſevere Laws then in being, againſt Alien 
Merchants and Mechanicks: And I cannot 
otherwiſe account- for ſuch a Conduct, than 
by ſuppoſing, that this politick Princeſs found 
an happy Expedient to admit Foreigners, with- 
out diſguſting the People by a general Natu- 
ralization. Whether this was done by mak- 
ing the famous Law againſt Informers,or by 
giving Orders to the Judges not to receive In- 
formations (a Thing practiſed in ſome Caſes in 
thoſe Times) _—— or by. permitting the Free. 
men and Burgeſſes of their reſpective Cities and 
Towns, to make Laws for the cramping and 
confining of Trade, in order to keep them in 
good Humour (of which Laws many ver) 
abſurd ones were made in her Reign) — 0 
by Letters of Denization, — or by What 
other Method it was brought about, I know 


not. 


ds ed Cn Se . . OOO 
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ot. However, one Thing is clear, that the 
Citizens of London either found no Encourage- 
ment to renew their Complaints, or, if they 
t eentured to renew them, they were not re- 
„ {Wirarded. For there is no publick Inſtance upon 
Record, of any Steps taken to moleſt foreign 


„ MWArtificers during this long Reign. 


> WE Bu T after James I. came to the Throne, 
-le Citizens of London, who never loſt Sight 
ot of this Point, renewed their Petitions with 
1s WE much Earneſtneſs. The King fays,* in the ſe- 
Ss; WE veral Commiſſions granted for enquiring into 
i- che Affair, That he had been orTHEN ſolicited 
en with Mucn Importunity by his good and 
ot loving Subjects, the Citizens of London, to 
an take the Laws and Statutes, enacted againſt 
nd WF Foreigners, into his Princely Conſideration.” 
b. Which, by the Way, is a ſtrong Intimation, 
tu- WH that the Execution of them had been ſuſpended 
ak- WF before. The Rules and Orders, made in Con- 
by WE fequence of theſe Solicitations, were, as might 
In- de expected, quite oppoſite to the Nature of 
sin a free, open, and extenſive Trade. But I be- 
ter- eve they did not fully anſwer the Hopes of 
and che Petitioners; and there were ſome unluck 
and Obſervations made upon the Matter, whic 
1 1 Bi might have proved fatal to their Schemes, had 
very the Buſineſs of Commerce been rightly under- 
ot ſtood, or duly attended to. In the Commiſion, 
hu BN dated the 5th of June, 1622. His Majeſty faith, 
now | G « He 
not * Rymer's Fad, Vol. XVII. Page 318, 372, 437. 
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« Complainants, and that of Foreigners, that 
* the latter ſhould have no Cauſe to fear be- 
* ing diſturbed in their induſtrious and /edulny 
*_ Courſes, whereof he wiſhed his own Peqpl 
* would take. Example.” But this ſeeming 
Indulgence ends in real Oppreſſion, as may be 
ſeen by the two ſucceeding Clauſes, Page 374, 
and 375. © And farther, Our Will and Plex 
ce ſure is, that every ſuch Stranger born, De- 
© nizen or not Denizen; or others born of P- 
<< rents Strangers, not having ſerved their Ap- 
* prenticehoods, as aforeſaid, who either ul: 
* any manual or handicraft Trade, or the buy- 
<« ing or ſelling of the home Commodities d 
* our Kingdom, ſhall pay to our Ule, as 4 
«* thankful Acknowledgment of our Royal Fa. 
« your, ſuch Rates and Payments, out of their 
Earnings or Gains, to be diſtributed and 
« diſpoſed of for the Eaſe and Comfort of our 
* own People, as We ſhall think fi, as ſhall 
be directed by a Schedule, to be ſubſcribed 
* by our own Hand; or, in Default thereof 
« ſuch Rates or Payments, as our ſaid Com- 
* miſſioners, under their Hands, or under the 
« Hands of Three of them, ſhall ſet down: 
* Whereby, our natural born Subjects 2 
<* diſcern, that We put a proportionable Di- 
« ference between them and the Stranger, 
* if their own Want of Induſtry, or hone 


% Porkmanſbip, be not the Impediment. 
e NgvER- 


* He would endeavour to keep ſuch a due 
Temperament between the Intereſts of the 
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due | 423" 

the ee NEVERTHELESS, our Pleaſure and Gama [ 
tha mand is, that this Favour, which We ſhall | 
be- thus vouchſafe to extend to ſuch Strangers, | 
nu WW who have ſettled themſelves and their Fa- 

4 WE milies in this our Realm already; or to ſuch, 1 
uns ho by their Service, according to our Laws, | 
de WE hall — deſerve the ke Fuvour, ſhall 1 
74, not draw hither, or continue here, any en- 0 
le: creaſing Number of Maſterleſs Men of han- | 
De- dicraft Trades to the extreme Hurt both j 
F. of the Engliſb and Strangers; but that ſuch 1 
A- either fpeedely return into their own Coun- 1 
uk tries, or put themſelves to work as hired Ser- | 
u7- WF wants, according to the true Meaning of 

sd our Laws, or elle ſhall undergo the Severity 

1s 1 WF of our Laws, provided, and in force againſt 

Fa. cc them. 55 

hei 

and Tuzx comes a third, in relation to the per- 

our Wi ſecuted French Proteſtants, which is too cu- 

hall WW rious to be omitted; and the Reader will not 

bel WF paß it over, without making his own Remarks 

co, WM upon it. 

m- e | . V 

the « NoTwITHSTANDING, our Will and Plea- 

vn: “ fure is, that unto ſuch of the French Na- 

na) Wi © tion, who by reaſon of the late Troubles in 

Dil WY © that Kingdom [when there was a League on 

cr, Bi Foot to extirpate all the Proteſtants] have 


had their Refuge hither, al the ſhall be ſhew- Ul 
* ed ſuch Favour, * (6 the Propo N of [ih 
. cc O er T1 
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* other Strangers, as our Commiſſioners ſhal 
« think fit, 1 within a convenient Time, af. 
© ter theſe Troubles ſhall be over-blown, they 
£ fhall return into their own Country again.” 


Tubus ſtood the Matter in the Reign ci 
Ring James I. — The deep-rooted nation 
Prejudice, joined to a graſping Defire of Mo- 
nopoly, ſpurred on the Engliſb, eſpecially the 
Citizens of London, to ſeek the Expulſion of 
all Foreigners concerned in Commerce, and to 
bar up the Way againſt their entering in for 
the future. The Power likewiſe of granting 
Monopolies, as well as the Payments made 
for ſuch excluſive Privileges, ſuited the Taſte, 
and the Circumſtances of that Court, fond of 
Prerogative, and in Want of Money. 


B r it deſerves the higheſt Attention, that 
hitherto not one Word was ſuggeſted, that the 
Church of England, by Law eſtabliſhed, 
would be endangered by the Admiſſion of fo- 
reign Proteſtants. This was a New Topics, 
never heard of till * Archbiſhop Laud began to 
gain Aſcendency in the Engliſb Councils. 


ITis ſomewhat range, that from the Pe 
ginning of the Reign of King Edward VI. to 
this Period, not one Friend could be found, 
not one faithful Biſhop, Paſtor, or true Son 0! 
the Church, to apprize her of the Danger thus 
10 Ih £17 | hanging 


2 Bee Heylin's Life of Archbiſhop Laud. 


e 
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hanging over her for the Space of ;near one 
bundred Years. But the Truth is; the foreign 
Proteſtants were never conſidered in the Light 
of Enemies to our Church, till his Time. The 
Church of England herſelf had been formed 
upon the Plan of the Confeſſion of Augſbour g; 
ſome of the Articles and Homilies being, in a 


all 


lo Manner, Iiteral Tranſlations from this Con- 
the eſion, and the other Writings of that great 
0! Divine Melan#hon. The Biſhops and Mar- 
to Hooper and Latimer, took whole Paſſhg= 


s out of his Works. Archbiſhop Cranmer 
ften importuned him to come into England, 
o help forward the good Work of the Refor- 
mation. And indeed, moſt of the Books pub- 
liſhed at that Time, were Translations from 
he German Divines. Martin Bucer and Pe- 
fer Martyr were the two Perſons pitched upon 


hat br the Archbiſhop himſelf, the Father of the 
the zg Reformation, to be the King's Pro- 
id, Weffors of Divinity in the two Univerſities! 
fo- And when it was propoſed to make ſome Al- 
*, rations in the Common Prayer Book of King 
n % ward VI. Bucer was principally conſulted; 


In relation to which Affair, Biſhop Burnett ob- 
lerves, * © That the moſt material Things, 
" which Bucer excepted to, were corrected:“ 
do great a Deference was paid to his Judg- 


nd, nent; and we may plainly perceive, by com- 
n o! {paring the preſent, with the former Book of 
thus ommon Prayer, that our excellent Liturgy 
ging owes 


* Vol, II. 4th Edit. Page 147. 
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owes much of its preſent Perfection to his 
Countels. Much doit the ſame Time, be 
wrote a Book for the young King's own Uſe 
entitled, * Concerning the Kingdom of Chrij 
which principally treated of Eccleſiaſtical Dif 
cipline, the good Government and external 
Polity of the Church. About a Year after. 
wards, Bucer died; + In whom Crane 
« loſt a Friend, on whoſe Aſſiſtance he had 
* depended much, in what remained yet to 
* be done. He was, by Order of Cronny 
* and Sir John Cheek, buried with the highel 
* Solemnities that could be deviſed, to exprek 
te the Value the Univerſity had for him. The 
* Vice-Chancellor, and all the Graduates; 
* and the Mayor, and all the Town, accom- 
6 panied his Funeral to St Mary's, where, 2. 
* ter Prayers, Haddon, the Univerſity Orator, 
* made ſuch a Speech concerning him, and 
* pronounced it with that Affection, that al 
* moſt the whole Aſſembly ſhed Tears, 
Next, | Dr Parker, that had been hi 
* moſt intimate Friend, made an Engliſb Ser. 
** mon in his Praiſe, and concerning the Soi 
* rowing for our departed Friends, And the 
% Day following, Dr Redmayn, then Maſtet 
© of Trinity College, made another Sermon 
* concerning Death; and in it, gave a ful 
* Account of Bucer's Life and Death. He 
1 2585 cc particularly 

* Burnett's Hiſt. of the Reformation, Vol. II. Page 


148. + Page 155. 1 The ſame, I ſuppoſe, who v# 
afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


4 
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cc particularly commended the great Sweetneſs 
« of his Temper, to all, but remarkably to 
% thoſe who differed from him. All the 
« Univerſity that were eminent either in Greek 
« or Latin Poetry, did adorn his Coffin with 
« Epitaphs, in which they expreſſed a ep 
extraordinary Senſe of their Loſs.” 


Moxzo VER, in the Reign of Queen Eli- 

wbeth, Biſhop Jewel, * the Champion of the 
Church of 3 and the Biſhops Horn, 
rindall, and Parkburſt, together with many 
ff our principal Clergy, conſulted. frequently 
ith Bullenger and Gualter, eminent Divines 
f the Church of Switzerland, concerning the 
fairs of the Engliſb Church, and requeſted 
heir Advice and Direction in the moſt 6 
ing Difficulties, 


AnD to mention only one Inſtance more 8, 
King James I. preferred the elder Caſaubon, a 
Name which doth Honour to the Church of 
ngland, to Eccleſiaſtical Dignities in the Me- 
ropolitan Church of Canterbury. This elder 
aſeubon had alſo a Penſion of 300 J. a Year 
aſſigned him, by a ſpecial Warrant from the 
ing: The Tenor of which is ſo much to 
bur preſent Purpoſe, that I ſhall beg Leave to 

ſert the following Paſſage. ü 


Janes, 


* Burnett's Hiſt, of the Reformation, Vol. III. Col- 
don of Records. $ Ryner's Fed. Tom. XVI. Page 


10, 
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James, by the Grace of God, &c. 


* As our itors have heretofore been 
cc careful to call into their Realm Perſons of 
« eminent Learning, eeing in Profe 

c Religion with the Church of England ad 
& here to make Uſe of them for the Further- 
<« ance of Religion and Learning among their 
& People; as namely, Paulus Fagius, Martin 
e Bucer, Peter Martyr, and others; fo have We, 
ec in regard of the ſingular Learning of [Ja 
© Caſaubon, and of his Concurrence with Us 
© and the Church of England, in Profeſſion of 
* Religion, invited him out of France into 
© this our Realm, here to make his Abode, 
« and to be uſed by Us, as We ſhall ſee Cauſ 
« for the Service of the Church,” 


Ur o the whole, therefore, let the impar 
tial Reader judge concerning the Merits of tl 
Cauſe. The three Princes Edward VI. Queen 
Elizabeth, and King James I. the Archbiſhop 
and Biſhops Cranmer, Holgat, Ridley, Latimer, 
Hooper, Poinet, Scory, Coverdale, Taylor, Har 
ley, Bird, Buſh, Ferrar, Barlow, Parker, Jeu. 
el, Horn, Grindal, Parkhurſt, &c. likewi 
the Heads of the two Univerſities, with! 
Multitude of the Dignitaries and principe 
Clergy of the Church of England, unanimoulh 
ſhewed in all their. Proceedings, That the 
looked upon the foreign Proteſtant Church 
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as concurring in Profeſſion of Religion with the 
Church of England. — Can we imagine, that 
thoſe eminent Guardians and Fathers of our 
Church, many bf them Confeſſors and Martyrs 
for its ſake, were defective in Zeal, — or did 


Foot know, what were the Doctrines and 
nd WE Conſtitution of a Church, which, under Chriſt, 
- chey themſelves had founded? Much more 


heir might be faid : — But I am ſorry there is a 
"tin Neceſſity of ſaying ſo much. 

We, 

ſear AFTER the Revolution, the Principles of 
Us Commerce and Government were better under- 
mn of ſtood, than in former Times. The Writings 
into of Sir Frames Bacon, Sir William Petty, Sir 
zode, iam Temple, Sir Jaſiab Child, Algerncon 
Yak dney Eſq; and other great Men, had con- 


twuted much to cure the Nation of their old 
Averſion to Foreigners, eſpecially to the moſt 


eful Part of them, Merchants and Mecha- 


pa- 

fl nicks, And the Dangers of Popery, with 
gern vhich Men were threatned in the preceding 
ion Neign, had diſpoſed them to think more fa- 
ine ourably of their Proteſtant Brethren abroad. 
Har But another Evil ſprung up to counterbalance 


this Good. For the diſaffe&ed Party, who 
wanted to ſubyert the Revolution, could vent 
deir Poiſon with Impunity, by declaiming 
wganſt Foreigners: In which they were ſure 
df being acceptable to the Engliſh Populace ; 
= whoſe Prejudices upon this Point they failed 
wt to make the OE Rang and * 
3 a 
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all Occaſions took great Pains to render this 
1 Clamour ſubſervient to the perniciou 
eſign of deſtroying the Proteſtant Eſtabliſh. 
ment. 'The Prince on the Throne, though 
deſcended from the Blood Royal of England 
was a Foreigner by Birth. And the Acclama- 
tions he at firſt received from Men of all Ranks 
and Conditions, for faving the Nation from 
Popery and arbitrary Power, were ſoon turned 
by many into Libels and Invectives. Even in 
the Senate Houſe, a * Perſon was found, who 
had the Decency to propoſe to kick all the Fe 
reigners out of the Nation, This polite Ex 
preſſion hath been, of late, quoted with ſuch 
Applauſe by Perſons of the ſame Stamp, and 
oed throughout the Kingdom in ſuch a Mar- 
ner, as if he deſerved to have a Statue erectel 
to his Memory, for the Service he had done 
his Country. He was the Repreſentative 
the City of Briſtol: I ſhall therefore take the 
Liberty to give an Inſtance of his great Caps 
City as a Legiſlator, and Knowledge in Com- 
merce as a Merchant ;—and will leave his pri- 
vate Character to his Friends to record, if they 
think it will be of Advantage to his Memory, 
or their own Cauſe, to do it. 


n r 


Mos of the Lands in Somerſetſhire, and 
the lower Parts of Glouceſterſhire, are fitted by 
Nature for feeding great Numbers of * te 
| Urmg 


* Sir John Knight, Member for Briſtel in fevers 
Parliaments, 
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during the Summer Seaſon. And long Expe- 
tience had proved the Utility of importing lean 
Cattle from Jreland, early in the Spring, for 
the Benefit of the Summer Feeding. But this 
warm Patriot, whoſe Zeal againſt Foreigners 
vas truly Engliſb, took it into his wiſe Head 


to think, that this beneficial Branch of Com- 


merce ought to be entirely put an End to; his 
Reaſon was, Becauſe the IRISH received Ad- 
vantage by it; though the Advantage to Eng- 


land was much more extenſive and conſider- 


able. For, by the Way, it muſt be obſerved, 


that tho* three Parts in four of the Gentlemen 


of Landed Eſtates in Feland, are really the 


Deſcendants of the Engliſh, ſettled in that 
Kingdom; yet we aſſume to ourſelves the Pre- 
ropative of ſtiling them 1r:/þ, treating them 
as Foreigners, and a People whoſe Intereſts are 
not connected with ours; nay, as if our Wel- 


fare depended on their Depreſſion and Impover- 


ment. Therefore in the Warmth of his 
noiſy Zeal, this able Patriot got one Bill to 
paſs into a Law, and then another, to prohibit 


the Importation of 1r:/þ lean Cattle; and at 
laſt ſucceeded in his hopeful Project. The 


Iriþ could no longer bring them into England; 


but what were they to do with them? Why, 
truly, either to knock them on the Head, 
lean as they were, or to fatten them for the 
daughter Houſe. They choſe the latter; and 
then the 7ohole Stream of the Victualling Trade 
was turned into another Channel: The Con- 

H 2 ſequence 


— — 

_ — —— 

— . - 
þ 4 = - = 

— — — 
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ſequence of which was, that the City of Briſ 
fol (in which before center'd all the Profits 
ariſing from the Hides, Leather, Tallow, the Wa, 
Curing, Conſumption, and Exportation of Pro- 
viſions, Freight, Rent of Lands, Cc. Ge.) 
could no longer even victual the Ships failing 
from its own Port, ſo cheap as could be done 
at Cork, Thus did this doughty Champion 
for England, this Hero againſt Foreigners, to 
uſe his own decent Phraſe, intend a Blow at 
the Jriſh, but ſo miſerably took his Aim, that 
he k—k'd his own Conſtituents. Men of 
wiſer and cooler Heads oppoſed this rafh At- 
tempt,* and foretold the Conſequence, both to 
the City of Briſtol, and the neighbouring 
Counties. But it is the Characteriſtick of Per- 
ſons of his Turn, to ruſh Headlong into 
Things they leaſt underſtand, and to think, 
that if they can but obtain a Law upon their 
own narrow Views, it muſt be obeyed by all 
the World. For how dare Fereigners to think 
of making Reprifals againſt an Enghſh Law! 
The intelligent Reader will readily forgive my 
not entering into more Particulars of this fa- 
mous Oration; lately reprinted, only to prove, 
that the Prejudices and Folly of ſome People 
are not to be removed by Experience _— 
$ 


* If the preſent Contagion among the Cattle ſhould 
ſpread into the Weſt of England, the Inhabitants would 
be in the moſt deplorable Condition, as they cannot re- 
pair their Loſs by the Importation of Cattle from Ve. 
land: This would have been the moſt commodiaus Re- 
ſource ; but this is prohibited, 
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As to the Topick of PARTY AND DisAF- 
Frcriox, the little Tract, hereunto annex- 
d, will beſt ſhew the Sentiments and Reaſon- 
Nes of the Author upon that Matter. This 
Picce was firſt publiſhed during the Height of 
Ihe late Rebellion; and I am willing to leave 
to the impartial and thinking Part of Man- 
Kind, for whoſe Uſe it was then written, to 
Wctermine concerning it. 


FE IN the Reign of Queen Ann, there ſeemed 
o have been a Mixture of four diſtinct Prin- 
Eiples in the Oppoſition made to the Natural- 
Wing of foreign Proteſtants, viz. The inbred 
tional Averſion — The narrow Monopoliz- 

g Views of ſhort Sighted Tradeſmen — Su- 

rrſitious Fears about the Danger of the Church 
And the latent Schemes of the diſaffected 
Party; each of which had their reſpective In- 
Iuences, and diſpoſed different Perſons to unite 
n one common Point. 


Bu T even this Coalition of Biaſſes and Pre- 
oſſeſſions would hardly have ſucceeded, had 
here not been ſome further Art made uſe of. 
The Gentlemen of Landed Eſtates were 
aught to believe, that their Intereſt was diſ- 
net from, and even oppoſite to the Commer- 
al Intereſts of the Kingdom. And the little, 
ow, unmeaning ſcalouſy, ſometimes ſubſiſt- 
ng between the Country Gentleman and the 

| Merchant, 


T Annexed to Part II. 
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Merchant, to the Prejudice and Diſhonour d 
both, was now blown up into open Hoſtilities 
Schemes were ſet on foot to len the Nation 
Commerce, which the Country Gentlemen 
unhappily conſidered as a worthy Project, c 
culated to ſupport their Grandeur and Diftine. 
tion, and to humble the ſaucy Merchant. The 
Trade to Portugal was treated with D:ſdain; 
tho” it is the Means of giving Bread to ſo mam 
Hundred thouſands of our People,. of vent 
ing ſuch vaſt Quantities of all Sorts of Manu- 
factures, — of conſuming the Produce of our 
Lands, and conſequently, of paying to the 
Landed Gentleman his Rents; —tho' it is alb 
the chief Support of our Fiſheries, —the Nur- 
ſery of our Sailors, —and the principal Source 
of the Riches of this Kingdom. Nay, the 
Memory of that able and honeſt Miniſter, who 
had the Addreſs to perſuade the Court of Po- 
tugal to ratify theſe Advantages by Treaty, 
was vilified and inſulted for the Service he had 
done his Country. Mr Methuen, it ſeems," 
* committed a Robbery, equal to the worl! 
* of Treafons, for which he deſerved to have 
e loſt his Head, in making that Treaty.—l! 
% was an Infringement upon the undoubtc 
% Privilege of the Briti/þ Parliament, and de. 
c ſtructive of the very Being of the Briti/ 
* Liberty. It would therefore be yu „ 

„ Pe O 


* The Mercator, Ne XXXIX. and N CXII. 5 
quoted by the Briti/h Merchant, Vol. III. Pages 5» + 
and 31, Edit. 1721, 
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Felony to enforce the keeping of it. 


Poſterity will be amazed at reading theſe 

ords, if they ſhould reach to their Time, — 
5 poſſibly they may, becauſe the Britiſb 
Merchant hath recorded them; a * Book 
wrote on purpoſe to expel the Poiſon of this 
nal Writer; and which will be remembered, 
5 long as any regard for Commerce, and Love 


or our Country ſhall remain. 


On the contrary, the Trade to France, 
rhich hath ever been found to be deſtructive 
o theſe Kingdoms, was actually attempted 
obe thrown open; and the Country Gentle- 

en were perſuaded to believe, that great Ad- 
antages would redound to themſelves by the 


Open 
Mr King ſays, in the Preface to the Iſt Vi. Page 
7. „My Lord Halifax was the Support, and very 
Spirit of the Paper called The Britiſh Merchant, He 
encouraged the Gentlemen concerned to meet, heard 
and aſſiſted their Debates, and, being zealous above 
* all Things that the Trade of Great Britain ſhould 
* flouriſh, he not only continued his Influence and Ad- 
vice to the laſt; but, out of his uſual and unbounded 
Liberality, contributed very largely to this Work; a 
* conſiderable Sum being raiſed to carry it on.” —I will 
add, that the preſent noble and worthy Repreſentative 
ff that Great Man, inherits all his Virtues, as well as 
bis Titles and Honours;— The ſame Love of his Coun- 
Iy,—Zcal for its Welfare, —and Knowledge of the moſt 
Iſicacious Methods to promote it. Therefore the Super- 
atendency of our Commercial Affairs is moſt deſervedly 
committed to his Care and Vigilance ; who has joined to 
the Senſe of Honour, belonging to his Birth, the Senti- 
ments and Affection of a true Patriot, ſo hereditary in 
s Family, And we may aſſure ourſelves from Experi- 
ace, that his Endeavours will never be wanting, to _ 
er 
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opening of it. Claret, Burgundy, and Chan. 

paign, and all the Wines of the Growth 

France, might be bought much the cheaper; 

and as to any Diſadvantages and Diſtreſſes in 

Trade, they had no Concerns in hem; — The 

4 hings would be to the Merchant's Loſs, nat 
eirs. 


UNDER ſuch unhappy Prejudices, and fiti 
Miſtakes, it is no Wonder that the Lande 
Gentlemen ſhould unite in oppoſing a Bill fo 
naturalizing foreign Proteſtants; which th: 
very Patrons of it recommended, as advantage- 
ous to Manufactures, Trade, and Commerce, 
This alone was a Circumſtance to ſet them a 
gainſt it. And one of the greateſt Wits of the 
Age, who was the applauded weekly Lecture 
to his Party, had taught them what to think 
and fay, both of the Bill, and the Adviſers d 
it. Theſe Men, faith he, *“ take it into their 
© Imaginations, that Trade can never flouriil, 
* unleis the Country becomes a common Re. 
* ceptacle for all Nations, Religions, and Lair 
* guages: A Syſtem only proper for /mal! ps. 
e pular States, but altogether unworthy, and 
© below the Dignity of an Imperial Cruz! 
*© — Theſe Men come with the Spirit of SH. 
& keepers, to frame Rules for the Adminiſtia 
ce tion 
der Great Britain the GENERAL CENTER of Trade, 
and a MAGAZINE for other Nations. 
* The Examiner, Numb. XXI. written Deceniif 
28. 1710, to prepare the Way for the Repeal of te 


Naturalization Bill. See an excellent and judicious Au- 
ſwer given to it in the Spe&7ator, Numb, 200. 
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© tion of Kingdoms; or as if they thought 
the whole Art of Government confiſteT in 
the Importation of Nut meg, and the Curing 
of Herrings. This Pedantry of Republican 
politicks hath done infinite Miſchief among 

Us.“ | 


| A GREAT Wit hath the Privilege of ſaying 
ny Thing: But ſuch kind of Reaſoning — 
plain Man, of uncouth Language, would be 
udged unſufferable. What Harm doth it do 
We City of London, that there are different 
Languages ſpoken on the Change every Day, 
nd even different Walks aſſigned for the Mer- 
EFhants of divers Countries? If it were not 
pr fear of the Imputation of having the Spirit 
df a Shop-keeper, and of being a Pedant in Re- 
ublican Politicks, I could with, that different 
anguages were ſpoken daily on the Changes 
{ Briſtol and Liverpool, and in all the trading 
laces of the Kingdom. 


As to Religion, I hope I may be allowed in 
y Turn to ſay, that when any Thing is pro- 
led for the Importation of Nutmegs, of the 
uring of Herrings, it is very ſtrange, that 
me People ſhould immediately take it into 
ber Heads to raiſe an Outcry, that the 
HURCH Is IN DANGER, I really think, the 
hurch of England comes the neareſt to Per- 
ton, of any ſince the Apoſtles Days; and 
nder that Perſuaſion, I confeſs it appears to 

| I me 
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me a moſt injurious Treatment, to be alway 
repreſenting Her to be in a crazy, fotterin 
Condition, ready to fall, and never out 
Danger. The Church of Chriſt is deſcribe 
by our Lord Himſelf, as founded upon a Rock; 
and nothing, I am perſuaded, will be able u 
ſhake the Foundation of the Church of Ex. 
land, but the unworthy and wunchri/tion Be. 
haviour of its own Members. Theſe alon 
are able to prevail againſt Her. Half a Dont 
Incendiaries,. and half a Dozen Schemes, {uct 
as were ſet on foot by the Friends of this Au 
thor (to deprive Diſſenting Parents of the Rigit 
of educating their own Children) would at ay 
Time fill the Kingdom with Diſſenters. 


Bur with regard tothe reformed Churches 
broad, the true Matter of Fact is this: When L- 
theransor Calviniſis arrive in this Kingdom, the 
generally prefer the Church of England to ay 
other; and there are few Inſtances to be givel, 
in all the Foreigners that have come over, 0 
their making a Separation, —notwithſtandingtit 
Provocation given them by the IIl-Treatmei 
and wand of ſome of thoſe, who at 
pleaſed to call themſelves High-Church Ma 
Differences of Opinion they have among then 
ſelves, but not greater than thoſe that ſub 
between the Members of the eſtabliſh 
Church among Us. Dr South, and Biſhop 4 
terbury, tho' both High-Church Clergyme 


were as oppoſite in their Sentiments concern 
ceitall 


certain Points, as any Lutherans and Calvin- 
%. And it is further obſervable, that one of 
Jour publick Religious Societies, conſiſting of 
la great Number of the Right Reverend the Biſh- 
Jops, the principal Clergy, and other diſtinguiſh- 
ed Members of the Church of England, The 
Wiciety for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, 
openly patronized and ſupported the Lutheran 
Miſſionaries in the Eaſt Indies, in the very Year 
In which this Author wrote, vis. 1710. This 


oy Circumſtance alone is an inconteſtible Proof, 
br. hat the Lutheran Church, in the Opinion of 
* the beſt and ableſt Defenders of the Church 


df England, is neither Heretical nor Schiſma- 
heal. But the Society went farther, and in a 
few Years afterwards, opened two new Miſſi- 
ns of their own, at the Engliſb Settlements of 
ladraſs and Cudulore, and appointed no other 
n Daniſh | Lutheran) Miſſionaries, to carry 
n that good Work. See the Society's Print- 
d Account, at the End of this Year's Sermon, 
ve 7. 

As 


The Society undertook, in the Year 1710. 
the Management of ſuch Charities as were, or 


ſhould be put into their Hands for the Support and 
then Enlargement of the PROTESTANT [Lutheran] Ms- 
ſub SION, then maintained by the King of Denmark, at 


lick 7ranguebar, in the Ea, Indies, for the Converſion 


4 of the Heathen in thoſe Parts. Accordingly they, 
Wi from Time to Time, aſſiſted the Miſſionaries there 
oy OB with Money, a Printing-Preſs, Paper, 2nd other Ne- 


cern ( celſaries (as they were enabled) till the Year 1728. 
ccital When, upon a Propoſal * by the Rev. Mr Schultze, 
2 ono 
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As to the Flings > + this Author, about 
ll popular States, the Spirit of & 

3 I have only this to fay, = — 
Powers, beſides the States General, to whom 
he deſigried this Complement, have encreaſe 
the Number of their Subjects by the Admiſſion 
of Foreigners. Antient Rome naturalized who 
Kingdoms at a Time, for the Sake of incre;{ 
ing its Military Strength. And fince the Pon. 
er of France hath the Force and Riches of al. 
molt 7wenty Millions of People UN1TED againſ 
us, I leave the World to judge, whether we 
are able to withſtand them with only ten Mi: 
Hons, and thoſe never well united. Fraid 


alſo itſelf hath, for ſome Time paſt, naturalized 
foreign 


© one of the Daniſh Miſſionaries, to remove to Fin 
« $t George, and there begin a new Miſſion, for th 
& Converſion of the Heathen at Madraſs, the Socich 
« engaged for the Support of the ſame, tho” at an Expenc 
<« that did then far exceed their Ability; truſting tot 
« Goodneſs and Blefling of Almighty Gop : Which 
c Expence has been ſince greatly encreaſed by an A. 
« dition of Miſſionaries, as well as the Enlargement d 
« the Miſſion to Cudulore, near Fort St David, anotht! 
% Engliſh Settlement. However, the Society chearful 
« rely upon the ſame wife and gracious Providene, 
de which has hitherto wonderfully proſpered this, a 
et all other their Undertakings, to raife up ſuch a tu 
« Chriſtian Spirit, as will abundantly ſupply all thi 
« Wants; ſuch a Spirit, as ſhews itſelf in Mr Profeſl 
« Franke of Hall, in Saxony, whoſe Remittances !% 
« wards carrying on this pious and glorious Def 
c have been large and conſtant,” See alſo Ne, 


Page 58. for a further Account, 
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© foreign Catholicks, eſpecially the Engli/h, Scotch, 
and Viſb; thereby draining us of cople, to 
encreaſe its own Subjects. Even the bigot- 
ed Spaniards have now a Project on Foot for 
5 naturalizing Two HuxnpReD TrovsAnD fo- 
reign Catholicks. Alſo the King of Pruſſia is 
covering his Waſtes, Foreſts, and Marſhes, 
8 with Farms and Villages, enlarging his Towns 
and Cities, and repleniſhing his Manufactures 
with additional Hands, drawn from all Coun- 
tries: By theſe Means he is, to a great Degree, 
enabled to maintain, in conſtant Pay, one of 
the greateſt Armies, and the beſt appointed, 
that was ever ſeen in Europe. Theſe are nei- 
ther ſmall, nor popular States; nor = their 
ruling Powers 1 ed of + irit of 
Tade and Shop- keeping into their People. 
But if the hopeful Schemes of this Author td 
his Party had taken Place, the Engliſb, by 
this Time, would have had very few Shops 
to keep. Nay, the very Houſe of Auſtria 
begins now, not to think it below the Dignity 
of an Imperial Crown, to encourage Trade and 
Commerce in its Dominions, And foreign 
Merchants and Mechanicks are invited to ſettle 
In all the Hereditary Countries, with a Pro- 
miſe made them of many ample . and 
Exemptions. 


Ir 


See The Theory and Practice of Commerce, Chap. 14. 
Written by Don Geronimo U/tarits, one of the Lords of 
Trade to His Catholick Majeſty, 
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I T is not therefore ſo bad, or ſo diſboncur- 
able a Thing to make our Country a Recep- 
tacle and an Aſylum for the Virtuous and In- 
duſtrious of other Nations: And one would 
think the Engliſb would be the laſt to object 
to ſuch a Proceedure, who arrived to their 
preſent Greatneſs by theſe very Means, and 


are themſelves a Collection of all the Nations, 


and their very Language a Mixture of every 
Tongue in Europe. But whatever they were 
at their firſt coming, their Deſcendants ſoon 
become ſo thorough Engh/hmen, as to con- 
tract the Epidemical Diſorder of the Country, 
an Averſion to Foreigners. \nd, at the 
Juncture now under Conſideration, the poor 
Palatines were the Objects againſt whom this 
Averſion was ſtrongly vented. 


Ir would have been very eaſy for the then 
Miniſtry, to have found Employment for theſe 
unhappy Sufferers, who had their Country 
burnt up, Towns pillaged, and Lands laid 
waſte, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
were engaged in a War, on our Side, againſt 
the Common Enemy. And many Schemes 
were ſet on foot for the Employment of them; 
particularly the dividing of the New Fore/t in- 
to Lots and Shares: This would have ſuited 
beſt the Genius of the Pcople, as they moſtly 
conſiſted of Huſbandmen and Labourers, and 
were deſirous of not being diſperſed far oy 

eac 
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each other. But the Miniſtry had other Views 

than theſe: — For if the Palatines had been 
| fixed in regular Settlements, they would ſoon 
© have become an uſeful People, and have ſtop- 
| ped the Clamours raiſed againſt them. Where- 
| as the Views of the Miniſtry were not to filence, 
but to encreaſe theſe Clamours, by continuing 
the Palatines both uſeleſs to themſelves, and a 
Burden to the Publick, that the popular Odi- 
um againſt Foreigners might rebound, and fall 
the heavier upon the Authors of the late Nas 
a turalization Bill, the Mar/borough and Godot- 
\ WW 7577: Miniſtry; ;—who had likewiſe the Guilt 
„ of beating the French, and keeping out the 
+ WW Pretender: And the unfortunate Circumſtance 
„of the Dearneſs of Corn, then almoſt Tex Sbil. 
is ng, a Buſhel, together with the Ferment raiſ- 
ed by Dr Sacheverel, gave too much Succeſs 
to their Machiavelian Schemes. 


ole ay eo” lo 0 5 © - 


. 


| AFPTER * the Nation had been thus taught 
to hate and deſpiſe a People, whom, of them- 
ſelves, 


A Writer in the Paper called Old England, March 
23. 1751. hath theſe Words, „ As to Vine-dreſlers 
© [ſpeaking of the Palatines] I do not ſee of what Uſe 
K ror, Sus = be in England.” True; but is not every 
Vine-Dreſſer an Husbandman likewiſe, at thoſe Times 
| When he is not employed in the Vineyard ? Quere, 
Was there ever known an Inſtance of a Set of Peaſants 
| living wholly by Vine-Drefling, and not following other 
| Country Buſineſs the remaining, that is, the much 
| greater Part of the Year? The former Objections 
| againſt Foreigners uſed to be, That they did not wang 
| em- 


4 
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ſelves, they would not have been 700 fond of, 
theſe Foreigners were ſent abroad, ſome ty 
Treland, and others to New Tork. The Parliz. 
ment of Ireland had voted 24000 l. for the 
Reception of them: And I find by an Ad, 
paſſed in the Parliament of Great Britain, the 
firſt of George I. c. 29. that they were na 
thought an idle, or an uſeleſs People in the 
Kingdom of Ireland. Thoſe who were {ett 
to New York, having not received the kindeſ 
Uſage, moved from thence, and ſettled in Pa. 
Hlvania, where they met with an humane 
and hoſpitable Reception. There they invited 
Numbers of their Countrymen to join them; 
and not a Year paſſes, but many Thouſands of 
Germans go over to them. By theſe Means 
the Province of Penhlvania is enriched to ſud 
a Degree, that an Eſtate in Land, which mig] 
be purchaſed for 100 /. Sterling, before tha 
Arrival, cannot now be had for Three Tin: 
that Sum; ſo greatly have they encreaſed ti: 
Wealth and Property of the Landed Interi. 
And the other Provinces are now uſing all their 
Intereſt, to have as many German Proteſtants 
to come and ſettle among them, as they can; 
a People, no longer deſcribed as uſeleſs, lazy, WW 
3 . indolent, 
themſelves to the Cart, the Plow, or the Flail, but to 
Handicrafts, and eaſy Occupations: But now, when 
theſe Palatines were moſtly employed in Agriculture, 4 
grievous Complaint is made againſt them by the &xan- 
ner, No 44. That they under/tood no Trade or Hani: 


craft. So that either Way, Tradeſmen or Huſbandmen, 
the Foreigners muſt be condemned. 
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Indolent, and a Burden to the Publick, but la- 
dorious, frugab, and induſtrious; enriching the 
Country they live in, by enriching themſelves. 


Ixp RED, I am well aware, that the Author 
I have fo often quoted, is bold enough ＋ to 
e prononnce'it to be a moſt falſe and infa- 
*mous' Scandal upon the Nation in general, 
* to reproach them for treating Foreigners 
F with Haughtineſs and Contempt. The French 
„ Hugonots are many thouſand Witneſſes to 
* the contrary: And I wiſh they deſerved the 
* thouſandth Part of the good Treatment they 
« have received. 264 115 


„ e * 


Tus Author had a great Talent at pro- 
muncing whatever he pleaſed for the Advan- 
tage of his Party. In the Tract entitled, The 
publick Spirit of the Whiggs, in Anſwer to Sir 

Richard Steele's Criſis, he aſſerted, That there 
— PI ce were 


Mr Salmon; in his Chronological Hiſtorian, Page 
297. ſays, „With what View they [the Palatines] were 
introduced into Eugland, unleſs to farve or bully the 
Natives, I could never learn,” How a poor, naked, 
Wefenceleſs Handful of People, could BULLY ſucha 
Kingdom as this, is to me a Myſtery, —W hat they faid 
ot themſelves in the printed State of their Caſe is, That 
they humbly entreated all Tradeſmen, not to repine at 
the good Diſpoſition of Her Sacred Majeſty, and the 
EF Nobility and Gentry:“ ! We alſo entreat you, ſay 
they, to lay aſide all Reflections, and Imprecations, and 
* ill Language againſt us; for that is contradictory to a 
* Chriſtian Spirit.” —Theſe are not the Words of Bullies ! 
T Prefice to the'B— of S Introduction. 
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s were not ten Jacobite Clergymen in Eng. 
land, except Non-jurors.” —— He might 
have ſaid, with equal Truth, that all the People 
in England were blind and deaf, and that he 
only could ſee and hewaãer. 
As to the French Hugonots, they certainly 
did receive great Favours and Civilities; but 
this is no Proof of a national Diſpoſition, 
Many of our Nobility and Gentry, and other 
Men of Senſe, if they are not biaſſed by Mo- 


nopoly—or 2 Fears — or Diſaffec- 


tion, — ſee theſe Foibles in our Countrymen, 
and are aſhamed of them, and endeavour to re- 
trieve the national Character, by a greater and 
more generous Benevolence. Beſides, the great- 
eſt Number of the Refugees came over juſt at 
a Time of a violent and dreadful Perſecution, 
from which they fled ; and this Citcumſtance 
greatly ſoftened the uſual Reſentment of the 
Engliſb againſt Foreigners, though it was very 
far from extinguiſhing it entirely. Many Com- 
plaints were uttered, even at that Time, That 
theſ Foreigners worked at an Under-price, and 
took the Bread out of the Months of the Na- 


tives, 


Bur I would willingly know, what this 
Author meant by faying, He wiſhed the 
French Hugonots had deſerved the thouſandt! 
. © Partof the good Treatment they had rece1v- 
Ded.“ I humbly apprehend, this muſt im- 
ply, either that the Refugees received great?! 

| Encouragement 
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'* WW Encouragement in England, than in other 
t Countries, —or, that they had behaved unwor- 
0 thy of the Favours conferred upon them, —or 
e WF were the Friends, and a Support to a Govern- 
ment he wiſhed to ſee deſtroyed. 


ut WE Tr he meant the Fir/?, I muſt beg Leave to 
declare, in my Turn (and IT have ſufficient 
Evidences to juſtify what I ſay) that this is a 
great Miſtake. The States General, the firſt 
and ſecond Kings of Pruſſia, the King of Den- 


* nark, and the Proteſtant Princes of the Em- 
bie, not only received them with open Arms, 
"0 WF caturalized them, ſettled Stipends upon their 
*. WF Miniſters, and cauſed Collections to be made 
* WE throughout their Dominions for their preſent 
6 Support (which were likewiſe done in Eng- 
und) but alſo exempted them from certain 
be Taxes and Duties, and from ſerving burthen- 
7) WW ſome and expenſive Offices, for a Term of 
'- 8 Years. In fome Places, they had the publick 
hat Money lent them, at a low Intereſt, to mer- 
0 chandize, and ſet up their Trades with: In 
a- others, Lands were given them to cultivate, 
and Materials provided for the Building of their 

. Wh Houſes: And the Artificers were every where 
hi incorporated into the Companies of their re- 
br K 2 ſpective 


* Tho” after Mr Harley came to be Lord Treaſurer, 
the 15,0001. voted by Parliament, and allowed in the 
Civil Lift, for the Support of the Miniſters and Poor 
7 the Refugees, was not paid them. See Mr 
H. Walpole's Speech in the Parliament, Debates, 
Vol. V. Page 70, 
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ſpective Trades. Moreover it muſt not be 
omitted, that the firſt and ſecond Kings df 
Pruſſia, ſtationed expreſs Agents on the Con. 
fines of France, to receive the Refugees, and 
to conduct them into Brandenburg; paying 
their travelling Charges through the Empire: 
Which humane and engaging Method is, as i 
is ſaid, lately revived by the preſent politick 
King of Pruſſia. It is therefore not at all fur 
priſing, that the French Refugees, when they 
fled out of France, choſe rather to ſettle in 
other Proteſtant Countries, than in Engl 
For out of 800,000 Perſons, the Number 
computed by Voltaire and others, to have flel 
from the Perſecutions and Oppreſſions of Lew 
XIV. not @ twentieth Part came here. — And 
at preſent, though we daily hear of Perſecu- 
tions in the Southern Provinces of Franc, 
which chiefly abound with Proteſtant Mau- 
Facturers, we ſcarce find that a ſingle Suffere 
hath taken Refuge in England; — at the ſame 
Time that great Numbers are daily retiring i- 
to other Countries. ö 


Ir the Second was this Author's Meaning, 
I muſt here allow him to be in the Right; and 
confeſs the Crimes thoſe Hugonots are charged 
with. — It is not, that they robbed, or ſtole, 
or cheated, or raiſed Inſurrections, or were 
taken in a Plot either againſt Church or State: 


— But they oppoſed the Mznifterial Bill of 


Commerce with France; and gave the fil 
| Alarm 
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Alarm to the Nation of the miſchievous Ten- 
dency of it. They beſt underſtood the Ma- 
nufactures of their own Country, and the Dif- 
ference between the Price of Labour in France 
and England; and therefore proved to a De- 
monſtration, That we ſhould be a ruined People, 
if the French were permitted to import their 
| Manufactures, Wines, and Brandies into Eng- 
and, according to the Tenor of that Treaty. 
This was the great, the unpardonable Offence. 
| —They ought to have held their Tongues, 
and not have blabbed out a Truth ſo Mak 
| propos. I muſt likewiſe add, that Mr Samuel 
Toriano, another foreign Proteſtant, though not 
a Frenchman, was in Danger of being ſent to 
| Priſon, for his free and unwelcome Explana- 
tion of theſe Things at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Commons. | 


LasTLyY, If it was the Author's Intention 
to inſinuate, that the French Hugonots are to 
be looked upon as Enemies to the Deſigns of 
that Party among us, who are not Friends 
to our . preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; — I 
muſt plead guilty to this Crime alſo. © And 
indeed I will freely acknowledge, that the Na- 
turalization of foreign Proteſtants, can never 
have a favourable Aſpect towards a certain 
Cauſe : = Nor is it to be wondered at, that Per- 
ſons of that Completion ſhould oppoſe it with 
ſo much Virulence, and ſpread ſo many Stories 
among the Populace, to heighten their inbred 
Prejudices againſt it, For they know very 

well, 
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well, that every foreign Proteſtant, who fled 
from the Tyranny and Perſecution of his own 
Prince, would be the more active, in a free 
Country, to oppoſe the Pretenſions of any Fe. 
mily, who claim ſuch an unbounded Hereditary 
Right over his Liberty and Life, as never cor 
be forfeited; — who are alſo obliged, by the 
Principles of their Church, and their Ties of 
Intereſt; to ſuppreſs the Proteſtant Religion, 
as ſoon as they have the Power of doing tt. 
And when the Reader confiders the Schemes 
in Agitation at the juncture in which this Au- 
thor wrote, he will eaſily account for the Cla- 
mours that were raiſed by a certain Set of Men, 
againſt the Naturalization of foreign Proteſtants 


r r od AX 


AFTER having brought Matters to this 
Period of Queen Ann's Reign, I think it need 
leſs to deſcend lower down. Be it ſufficient to 
obſerve, that from a very late Inſtance it plain- 

I appears that all the former Biaſſes ſtill ſub- 
fiſt againſt Foreigners : = Though perhaps we 
now have yet ſtronger Reafons for the Ad- 
miſſion of them, which I ſhall endeavour 
more particularly to ſet forth in the Secaps 
Part of this Treatiſe. 


In the mean Time, one general Obſerva- 
tion certainly deſerves the Attention of the 
Reader, vis. * That every Legiſlature ought 
more particularly to guard againſt thoſe evi 
* Qualities in a People, to which they - 

« mo 
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moſt inclined.” This was the Point on 


2 which I firſt ſet out, and with which I. 
. No. conclude. w— The E:ghf Nation do 
„certainly excel in many good _ Qualities: But 
= there none of a different Nature to which 


they are addicted? And indeed, hath not; 
every Nation ſome bad, as well as good Diſpo- 
Iftions, by which it is characteriſed and diſ- 
tinguiſhed ?f. The Averſion of the Inhabi- 
unts of this Iſland towards Foreigners is no 
1279 Thing: For it hath been taken Notice of 
near eeghteen Hundred Years ago. Neither is 
it any Secret; if it were, I ſhould have thought 
it improper to be divulged. But alas! all the 
World are agreed in the Fact; and if we deny 
the Charge, who will believe us? — There is, 


1; Wſtherefore, no other Way left of clearing our». 
„(es of the Imputation, than by altering our 
o Conduct towards them: This may produce 


ſme good Effect; but it will be by very Ho 
Degrees. For the Foreigners ate too well ac- 


1 [nag with our natural Averfion againſt 
. dem, to be fond of coming over in ſuch Num- 
our bers, 


The common People in Zales look upon the Eng- 
4% to this Day, as Uyſlarts and Foreigners: And when, 
an Engliſh Artificer comes among them, they generally 
expreſs their Contempt of, and Averſion to him, by ſay- 
ing, Rhyw Sais bach, yi dyfod ni iun i o ble: That is, 
4 little tutiful Saxon gl an Lu comes one knows 
wt from where. I have had frequent Opportunitics of 


ght odſerving this Foible in the ancient Britons; as I am a 
evil NNitive of the Country: And it is worth regarding, that 


the Engliſb themſelves uſe almoſt the ſame Terms of 
ieproach againſt the French, and other Foreigners. 


| 
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bers, as many ignorant or prejudiced Perſons 
among us are pleaſed to ſuppoſe. And the An- 
tipathies we have ſo long ſhewed, muſt firſt 
be forgot, before they can be perſuaded to pre- 
fer England to many other Countries, where 
the Perſecuted and Diſtreſſed have been invited 
to come, and have met with the greateſt En- 
couragement, and kindeſt Reception. 


IND EE D, we give a molt aſtoniſhing and 
ſcandalous Encouragement to Cooks, Fidler, 
Dancers, Singers, &c. &c. of all Nations, 
But this is no Proof of our Regard to Forcign- 
ers, but of our exceſſive. Love of Pleaſure, 
which bears down every Thing before it. For 
at the fame Time that ſo many Thouſand 
Pounds a Year are ſquandered away upon Per- 
ſons of any or ub Religion, who come expreſly 
to debauch our Morals, encreaſe our Expences, 
leſſen our Induſtry, impoveriſh our Country, 
introduce new-Luxuries, and do every Thing 
that is prejudicial to our Well-being, as Mem- 
bers both of Church and State, _— we sT1LL 
refuſe to naturalize thoſe honeſt, induſtrious, 
and conſcientious Proteſtant Families, who are 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake. 


In ſhort, we diſcourage the Mechanick—the 
Merchant —and the PROTEST ANT, from com- 
ing to us; — but invite and encourage ALL 
OTHERS, 
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